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Thomas Fossi (75)

San Angelo

March 25, 1756

Dear Thomas, My Son in the Lord,
When I returned from taking care of a convent, I found among my letters your welcome one, and I am 
replying briefly since there is no reason for going on at length. You say very well that you should not give 
your daughter to an old man of sixty years. That would be no small disparity. You should not even ask your 
daughters whether they wish to marry or not; for out of reverential fear they would always say “No.” But at 
most you should tell them to talk to their mother with complete freedom as to what state in life they want. 
She should be prompt to confirm their choice and do the Divine Will. This is the most prudent way of doing 
this.
With regard to dressing, since, I believe, they go about dressed honestly and modestly with such styles as 
show the good taste of your household and family, so you can allow them to continue as long as they are 
well covered. You understand me.
All your other desires, although they are good and holy, let them die in the Divine Will without any worries 
since that would be frustrating as they cannot be realized in your present state. The best desire of all is to 
love God, to serve him faithfully in accord with your state, to use all fidelity and diligence in governing 
your family, spiritually and temporally, conducting yourself with a repose of spirit in your exercises without 
straining your head or forcing your chest, but do everything gently, and sing this verse within:
That I be afflicted but quiet,
Sad but always happy,
Blind to my own views,
That is what God wishes for me.
Greet Signora Victoria for me and all your household, and pray for us. In haste I am,
Your affectionate, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


