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Girolama Ercolani (33)

San Angelo

March 2, 1756

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I received your letter, forwarded from the Retreat of San Eutizio, and you will receive this answer from 
Father John Baptist, who is coming there to give a retreat to the nuns. Regarding your scruples, I say again 
what I have constantly told you. Use the rule I have given you. The displeasure that you experience in such 
thoughts is a clear sign that you have not consented, so you need not confess them. Otherwise, you will give 
the devil a victory for he manages to disturb you with such fantasies. Despise them and make nothing out 
of them, and be sure you have merited much and not suffered any loss.
With regard to marriage of your daughter, it is certain that you should look at many things. First, look at 
the intentions of your daughter; second, is the man who is asking for her in good health so that once the 
marriage takes place he will not pass on to another world, leaving your daughter a widow at so young an 
age. These are top requirements, but the advanced age of the man, along with the youth of the maiden, needs 
close examination, and it is necessary that the girl be happy with the situation. You are the mother; look at 
things carefully in order to avoid all troubles. Modesty prevents me from saying more. You may also con-
sult Father John Baptist.
I am in a hurry, for I am about to leave for Viterbo, where I am going to give a retreat to the nuns. I am glad 
that all are in good health, and I pray the Lord to preserve you in that way and fill you with copious bless-
ings, as I strongly hope. Amen.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


