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Dorothy Suscioli384

San Angelo

February 29, 1756

May the Passion of Jesus
be always in your heart.

I thank you for the charity you have for me in praying every day to Saint Silvia to obtain for me the grace 
I desire for the glory of the Lord. Continue to recite the Our Father and Hail Mary to obtain that grace. Do 
not be sorry that you do not have the gift of tears in mental prayer. Now is the time of trial; Jesus wishes to 
try your fidelity and perseverance. You will see that they will come altogether and in abundance, and they 
will be tears of holy love. But in praying to Jesus use these words: “O sweet Jesus, Spouse of my soul, give 
me your holy love! O dear Jesus, when will I love you as do the seraphim? When will you make me holy? 
Ah! my most holy Redeemer, imprint your sufferings on my heart! O Mary Most Holy, give me my Jesus, 
help me to embrace him close to my heart, imprint on my heart your great sorrows, and make me love Jesus 
with your holy and pure heart. O Mother Most Holy, when will I love my Jesus? When will I burn entirely 
with love? Ah! I can no longer live if I do not love Jesus!”
These affections should be made slowly with the inner heart, one at a time, and linger for a little while on 
each one. Be patient as I do not write as well as you do, nor do I have so large a vocabulary. Greet Signora 
Maria, your devoted sister. Jesus make you holy, and I hope that little Dorotea will be holy if she is humble, 
modest, obedient, and speaks little. Jesus bless you.
Your poor servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
384. Dorothy Suscioli is the sister of Maria and daughter of Captain Casper Suscioli (see letter of February 9, 1756, to the pri-
oress of the Vetralla Carmel). While in Rome Paul had visited the house of Saint Gregory and learned of the devotion of Saint 
Silvia, Saint Gregory’s mother.


