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Prioress of Mount Carmel at Vetralla (4)

San Angelo

February 9, 1756

J.C.P.

Reverend Mother,
Signora Maria Suscioli, daughter of Captain Casper Suscioli, one of the prominent households of Sutri, 
enlightened by divine grace during the mission we held in that city last year, in an extraordinary way 
spurned the pomp and vanity of the world and has given herself to prayer and the exercise of every virtue 
as a wonderful example to that city. For some time she has felt called to the religious life. Since she has 
consulted with us about her spiritual life, so we are persuaded to choose your holy convent of common life, 
so exemplary and observant. You are aware that there are three nuns there from my advice, etc., and I think 
there will be another.
This young lady is eighteen years of age, or a bit more, and is endowed with many natural talents and, much 
more, with the grace of Jesus Christ, which urges her to choose no other spouse but him. She knows well 
how to read and write.
The difficulty arises because her father had losses in the past year, both in his harvests and deaths in his 
herds, and he will not have the necessary dowry. Accordingly, he is investing an amount from which you 
will receive interest. I will explain this further. What he is investing will produce interest to be received as 
dowry. In this way he preserves his capital as he would have done with credit agencies. So look over every-
thing and try to comfort this good young daughter because I expect an excellent result. If this is decided, let 
me know. This could be done by you or her father or her uncle, the canon, a man of great piety and learning, 
who was vicar general for Sutri.
I thank you in Jesus Christ, along with your good religious, for the charity you pay me and for your prayers 
in my extreme needs, especially during the Novena to Saint Raphael the Archangel. I have no desire other 
than doing the Will of God in life, in death, and in eternity; I cannot desire anything else. Jesus make you 
all as holy as I desire and enrich you with the most plenteous blessings. Amen.
Recommend me to Sister Magdalene that she give herself much to God for this holy work by obeying the 
attractions of the Holy Spirit.
If the weather lets us, I should leave soon, but you may answer to this address, for Father John Baptist will 
be here and will send the answer to Sutri. I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


