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Thomas Fossi (74)

San Angelo

February 3, 1756

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
In order not to deprive you of a reply to your letter, received last night and dated December 28, I have the 
consolation to tell you that your letter, that is, the truthful thoughts expressed in it are true signs, ever clearer 
and clearer, of the good progress of your spirit. I find myself in many calamities from many angles and the 
bitter waters are entering more and more into the core of my soul. I see myself surrounded on every side 
with woe, with trials, with dangers, with fears, with trembling, within and without, that is, outside battles 
but fears within. Cry out to the Lord much for miserable me because this poor little boat is scarcely floating 
in a storm of violent seas. Keep what I have said in confidence, but pray much and have your pious family 
pray. Now listen, Thomas, my dear one, you are to continue your conduct in simplicity of heart. Rejoice in 
being abandoned by everyone and in having the protection of the Most High, for truly you have it. Take care 
of your family in spiritual and temporal matters. Be recollected but not fixed because fixation is the ruin of 
minds. True recollection is quiet, peaceful, and without uproar of any forcefulness at all.
I rejoice in the Lord over the continence you mention on mutual consent. But keep your liberty always, as 
I have said at other times.
I am in a hurry and do not have time. The desires that God gives you ought to be guarded with indifference 
and profound humility to the extent that the effect can be contrary.
Greet all your pious household for me in the Lord. I see them in the sacred Side of Jesus. I am back a short 
time from the missions and very weak and ill. In a short time I must leave for other duties. Pray the Lord to 
assist me and allow me to do his Holy Will forever. Jesus bless you and all your house.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


