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After my thanksgiving for Holy Mass, in which I recommended the affair to the Lord, I felt myself strongly 
moved to add this note to tell you I remember having written to Father Provincial some time back that he 
should make sure that the cistern was completed. Four or five years have gone by in trying to found this 
Retreat, and the good priest has done all that could be done. I know when I was there, there was a deep hole, 
and it was by the door where you enter the hermitage. I know the horror I felt to see things so wrecked.
Father Provincial was there and knows how he left the hole or cistern. In conscience I cannot consent the we 
put a religious family in a situation where they need to wait years for a cistern to be completed, and the poor 
religious, in the meanwhile, would have to subsist on poor water, and that sufficient for only five months.
I am aware, once more, that the Father Provincial wrote a letter to the cardinal, and I told him that since 
he was nearby for a mission, he knew that the cistern was not finished, and there was only a small cistern 
holding five months of poor water, and that, if he desired the foundation, there was need of a benefactor to 
complete the cistern. Otherwise, it was necessary to delay, etc.
I come back to the letter I wrote, in which I explained myself, etc., but it is necessary to be firm and secure 
the water before the foundation, otherwise nothing. At San Sosio, too, they promised to bring in water, and 
it was in the contract, but they have done nothing; so it will be at Paliano. Once water is secured, the foun-
dation will be made immediately; otherwise, hold off.

___________________________________________________________________
382. This letter with no date concerns the cistern found in the garden of the Retreat at Paliano (letters of March 25, 1749, to 
Bishop Oldo and to Father Thomas Struzzieri)


