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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (27)

San Angelo

December 20, 1755

J.C.P.

Very Reverend Mother in Christ,
I received your letter and am replying in haste because I am much occupied and close to departing to take 
up once more the holy missions that were interrupted because of Advent. These will begin on the third day 
after Christmas. I thank you in Jesus Christ for the charitable good wishes for the coming holy feast, and I 
will not fail from the deep sea of my miseries to ask the Divine Infant, Christ Jesus, to have you reborn into 
a life of love and a holy life.
I do not know what to say to you about the new election; the Holy Spirit will give you his lights if you will 
be humble of heart. If the divine goodness disposes that I come to Cerro and if I have a little time, I will try 
to come and speak to you in a holy conference, but who know if that will happen, all the more so since I 
am always further from the rays of the divine sun of justice, and so how can I understand the things of the 
spirit? Pray much for me, much; that will be a great charity. Meanwhile, I will not say that the waters are up 
to my chin, for that is nothing. But I will say what I have never been able to say, although I did say I was in 
the deepest depth of a stormy sea. Even this is little since he who merits to be in the depth of hell ought to 
experience its anticipated trials and down payments. I always hope in God and in his mercy, if I can say this 
is truly hope, for I hope without feeling or knowing what it is to hope. I tell you this in secret confidence 
to your heart so that you may be moved out of charity to pray much for me as the most needy among all 
creatures. Do not write me, for I will no longer be here since I am leaving on the third day after Christmas. 
Jesus bless you. Amen. Do not allow my letters to be read by anyone; otherwise, you will not receive more.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the Cross


