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The news that the US has scrapped the Iran 
nuclear deal again raises fears concerning the 
threat of nuclear war. US policy continues to 
see Israel as its only ally in the Middle East, 
and the means to keep the Arab/Muslim states
in check. Trump’s public tactic, as shown with 
North Korea, is no compromise. We have 
seen, in the recent Gaza-Israeli border 
protests, Israel also asserts its line without 
compromise. 

The painful fact is that the Jewish people, due
to their history, have lost trust that the world 
will come to their aid if worse comes to worse.
In their minds they cannot afford to give an 
inch for fear others will take a mile. As a state,
Israel perceives itself surrounded by enemies, 
and to a large degree they are, even though 
some of these have become so thanks to the 
hard line Israel has towed. It is a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

Another Nuclear Threat

Microplastics in the Arctic
Microplastics have been found in record 
levels in the Arctic sea ice, raising concerns 
about the potential harm it could have on 
both marine life and humans.

Microplastics come from many sources: 
synthetic clothing fibres, dust from tyres, 
road paints, and the breakdown of larger 
items. Orb Media’s recent investigation in 
tap water samples from around the world 
found that a high proportion of drinking 
water is contaminated with microscopic 
fragments of plastic (83% of samples 
collected worldwide, but up to 94% in the 
USA). It seems they are regularly being 
ingested by people worldwide. Most 
concerning is how little we know about the 
effects of microplastic consumption on 
human health. 
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Recently Benjamin Netanyahu claimed 
Israel had evidence that Iran has lied 
about pursuing a nuclear weapons 
program and called on Washington to 
jettison the nuclear agreement before it 
comes to re-ratify it. Donald Trump, of 
course, has long criticised the 2015 deal,
officially known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPA), 
which aims to restrict Iran’s nuclear 
program in exchange for easing of 
sanctions. 

Europe’s top diplomat for Security and 
Foreign Policy, Federica Mogherini, 
rejected Israel’s claims saying there was 
no proof that Iran had broken its side of 
the deal. However, the fear such claims 
generate for the people of Israel and for 
Trump’s supporters render them 
incapable of calm rationality. Once again,
as with the sabre rattling between the 
US and North Korea, we are plunged into
a time of uncertainty about world peace. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP.

The key problem with plastics is that they 
are essentially indestructible; rather than 
being biodegraded, they break down into 
smaller and smaller pieces, eventually 
becoming microscopic fragments.

Samples from 5 regions of the Arctic 
Ocean found that there were up to 12,000
of the plastic particles per litre of sea ice. 
What is most worrying is that the source 
of most of this plastic is believed to be 
from the massive ‘garbage patch’ in the 
Pacific Ocean, and the increased shipping 
and fishing in parts of the Arctic Ocean.

Dr. Ilka Peeker, who is responsible for this
study, said: “No-one can say for certain 
how harmful these tiny plastic particles 
are for marine life, or ultimately also for 
human beings.” (to learn more visit our 
blog at jpiccp.wordpress.com).

Ray Sanchez, CP.



The year has gotten underway for the JPIC
committee, so here is an update on what 
has been happening since the last 
newsletter of February.

Our plans for immersion experiences are 
still on hold, though there has not been a 
shortage of people interested in going. 
Some progress has been made, and I am 
hopeful to give you some definite plans 
before too long.

Since February, apart from the monthly 
articles in the JPIC blog, I have been 
occupied with 2 projects related to my 
representation of our congregation in 
ACRATH. The first is regarding putting up 
posters in doctor’s surgeries, in the 5 most 
relevant languages, concerning forced 
marriage. I spoke to my GP and a friend of
mine, who is a doctor, and both were open
to the idea, but recommended I write to 
the Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners as this might save me time 
and get a general approval to go ahead 
with the project. They were in favour, but 

JPIC Happenings

Soon after ordination I was given the opportunity to attend a 
PASPAC gathering in General Santos City, on the Island of 
Mindanao, Philippines. One of the most memorable aspects of 
the meeting was being introduced to the work of our men in 
support the B’laans, indigenous Filipinos who had been displaced
from their land. Through a Passionist translator, they shared 
with us their story. They explained that the ongoing fighting 
between the Muslim separatists and government troops caused 
them to flee their land and head for the mountains. In the 
mountains, their troubles were further complicated by conflict 
with a mining company, resulting in the assassination of one of 
our American Passionists who remained there in support of the 
people. They could not return to their land due to a pineapple 
company that took out a lease with the Filipino government to 
grow a plantation there, without any consultation with the 
B’laans nor remuneration. The government recognises the land 
as belonging to the B’laans, but has done nothing to restore 
their land back to them.

The issues are ongoing, and our men continue to fight for the 
rights of these people. Fr. Rey Carvyn P. Ondap, CP, wrote a 
letter to the 17th session of the UNPFII strongly challenging their 
continuing inaction, particularly in the cases of:

JPIC in the Philippines
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unfortunately the decision to have a 
poster or not rests with the GPs 
themselves who own the local practices. 
So there is no avoiding the leg work. This 
will have to now wait till I have time for 
such leg work.

The second project involves a Mass for the
feast of St. Josephine Bakhita to raise 
awareness of human trafficking. I wrote to
Archbishop Mark Collerige and he has 
accepted the invitation. There is a lot of 
paper work to do for this, though this is 
not due till January, as the feast of 
Bakhita falls on the 8th of February. The 
plan is to hold a holy hour followed by 
Mass, at 7:30 p.m. on the 8th of February, 
and to organise the occasion with the help
of the Canossian sisters and the 
Suddanese community. The mass would 
be held at St. Stephen’s Cathedral, in 
Brisbane. The next steps will be to begin 
planning with the Canossians and the 
Suddanese community, and book the time
with the Cathedral. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP       

(a) The Capion Massacre - On October 17, 2012 the 
family of the well-known anti-mining B’laan leader 
Daguil Capion was massacred by the elements of 
27th Infantry Battalion under the command of Lt. 
Col. Noel Alexis Bravo and 1Lt. Dante Jimenez. This 
resulted from a tactical blunder during a military 
operation. This B’laan leader has fought for his 
people’s rights to protect their land and environment 
from the threat of SMI Xstrata’s Tampakan Copper- 
Gold project.

(b) The killing of Datu Victor Danyan and seven 
others in Sitio Bonlangon, Barangay. Ned, Lake Sebu.
These men stood firm against the expansion of the 
Consunji-owned coffee plantation and the coal 
exploration, which has already encroached into their 
ancestral domain. Being determined to protect their 
lands, they ended being branded as communists and 
were murdered by the soldiers of the 27th and 33rd 
Infantry Battalions, on December 3, 2017.   

Fr. Ondap concludes his letter sating that, the Forum
should not hesitate to call a spade, a spade and point
to necessary improvements in pending cases and 
institutional shortcomings.

J.R.Sanchez CP



Budget 2018
The 2018 budget shows that the Liberal party 
is still committed to the theory of ‘Trickle 
down’ economics. That radical tax reform 
promised is not aimed at middle Australia but 
at the top 25% of tax payers. The Liberals are
playing to their base rather than the majority. 
In essence it is an $80 billion tax handout to 
the banks and big business, as their 
underlying philosophy is that if these 
businesses are helped to continue to grow, 
there should be a positive flow on effect on 
the rest of Australians at the bottom end.

Of greatest concern are the cuts to services at
a time when it is clear that many families are 
doing it tough. The 2018 budget includes:

 $17 billion cut from schools
 $715 million cut from hospitals
 No new funding for universal access 

to early childhood education

The Queensland Parliament has just passed the 
strongest deforestation laws in the state’s history. The 
Guardian reported that the government was determined 
to have the laws settled before ‘Beef Australia,’ one of 
the world’s biggest pastoral forums, began in 
Rockhampton last Sunday. Farmers had already 
promised to give Annastacia Palaszczuk and 
government MPs a rough reception, and they certainly 
delivered. Their passion displayed on the news can 
divide Queenslanders and Australians, who don’t 
understand the issues, into thinking this decision was 
simply an appeal to the green vote at the expense of the 
livelihood of farmers who are already doing it tough due 
to years of drought in western Queensland.

The reality is that measures adopted between 1999 and 
2006 were at the time promised as an end to broadscale
clearing. In 2013, the newly elected Newman 
government removed many of those restrictions and 
since then deforestation has accelerated. Currently, 
Queensland bulldozes an area the size of a footy 
stadium every three minutes, killing 45 million native 
animals, smothering the Great Barrier Reef in eroded 
sediment, and releasing millions of tonnes of 
greenhouse gases. Indeed, for the last 5 years, 
Queensland’s native forests have been exposed to 
unnecessary and unrestrained land clearing. 
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 No new policies or funding to drive 
down pollution and combat climate 
change

 More than $80 million in new cuts to
the ABC

 $205 million cut from the Australian 
Federal Police

 $40.7 million cut from critical 
veterans’ services

 $1.5 billion cut from remote 
indigenous housing and 
employment

The truth is that cutting corporate taxes will 
not increase investment in Australia nor 
increase workers wages. What it will mostly 
achieve is to increase the amount of money 
giant multinationals transfer out of this 
country into tax havens. It is clear that the 
treasurer believes that Australian workers 
don’t deserve a pay rise until corporations 
take an even bigger slice of the nation’s 
income. Cutting the company tax rate would
unambiguously benefit the wealthy.Queensland Victory

Although it’s a minority of businesses causing the 
damage, there’s been fierce opposition to the new laws
and a flood of misinformation about what they do. The 
state’s natural resources minister, Anthony Lynham, 
said the laws are a measured and responsible piece of 
legislation. “Landholders will still be able to conduct 
necessary clearing for farm operations such as 
clearing to harvest fodder to feed stock, establish 
property infrastructure, control weeds, and disaster 
management or recovery.”

The opposition Liberal National party, Katter’s Australia
party and One Nation voted against the new laws. But 
on Friday Deb Frecklington, leader of the LNP, refused 
to say that any future LNP government would repeal 
the laws, saying rather that the LNP would work with all
stakeholders for a “commonsense outcome.”               
J.R.Sanchez CP  

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/liberal-national-party


In my opinion, what the Royal Commission
into the Banking sector has uncovered is 
the result of the replacement of our 
foundational and traditional values, as a 
society, with the philosophy of ‘whatever 
you can get away with is right.’ 

Christianity may be criticised for many 
things, some of which is deserves, but 
without it we remove many of the checks 
and balances that form the glue for healthy
society. With public Christianity in 
headlong retreat, we are catching our first 
glimpses of what a de-Christianised world 
might look like, and it is not encouraging. 
After all, human freedoms are imperfect 
and full of egocentric delusions. 

We know that Christian insistence on 
humanity’s potentiality for good is often 
disappointed; but we are also learning that
our capacity for evil is almost limitless – is 
limited, indeed, only by our own expanding
reach. The human person is imperfect with

Anzac day brings up in me emotions of 
sadness for the lives lost in war. Politicians 
use the day to rouse up national pride and 
identity, and it is easy to get caught up in 
this and, wanting to honour the dead, not 
want to consider the truth. John Menadau 
A.O., in his article,“Pearls and Irritations,” 
reflects that the Anzac myth makers 
encourage us to focus on how our soldiers 
fought in order to avoid the central 
issue of why we fought. He points out that 
we do the same today, highlighting the 
valour of our military and avoiding the much 
more important question of why we were in  
Turkey and Vietnam and now in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Syria.

While our involvement in World War I is 
depicted as our coming of age as a nation, 
John Menadau claims, rather, that it was a 
sign of our international immaturity and 
dependence on others. “What was glorious 
about involving ourselves in the hatreds and 
rivalry of European powers that had wrought
such carnage in Europe over centuries? 
Many of our forebears came to Australia to 
get away from this.

“It seems that the greater the political and 
military stupidity of wars that we have been 

An ANZAC Reflection
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God. Without God, what are we? As 
Francis Bacon put it: “They that deny God 
destroy man’s nobility: for certainly man is
a kin to the beasts by his body; and, if he 
be not kin to God by his spirit, he is a 
base and ignoble creature.” We are less 
base and ignoble, in other words, by 
virtue of divine example and by the desire 
for the ideal that Christianity offers. In the
dual personality of Christ we are offered a
perfected image of ourselves, of what we 
could be. Christ is for us the eternal pace-
setter for our striving. Christianity’s history
over the last 2 thousand years has 
reflected humanity’s effort to rise above 
our frailties.

As St. Paul says: “to shame the wise, God 
has chosen what the world counts folly, 
and to shame what is strong, God has 
chosen what the world counts weakness. 
God has chosen things low and 
contemptible, mere nothings to overthrow
the existing order.” (1 Cor 1:26-27)

J. R. Sanchez, CP

involved in, the more we are encouraged to 
hide behind the valour of our service people
at Gallipoli, the Western Front and 
elsewhere. The ‘leadership’ of Winston 
Churchill, General Haig and General Ian 
Hamilton were catastrophic both for the 
British and for us. Australian and New 
Zealand forces at Gallipoli were commanded
by a British General.”

John Menadau’s passion comes from a 
concern that the more we ignore the 
political and military mistakes of the past, 
the more likely we are to make similar 
mistakes in the future. “If we had a sense 
of our calamitous involvement in wars in the
past like WWI we would be less likely to 
make foolish decisions to involve ourselves 
in wars like Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
now Syria. When will be an adult nation and
stop being at the beck and call of imperial 
powers whether they be Britain or America?
Australians at Gallopli didn’t die for freedom,
democracy or even their own country. They 
died for Britain. That’s a fact but we refuse 
to face it. We prefer to follow the myth 
makers.”

J.R.Sanchez, CP .

Do We Need Christianity?
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