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My thoughts these days have been on the many recently reported cases of chil-

dren in India who were sexually abused and killed, especially the case of the 

little girl Asifa belonging to a nomadic tribe in Kathua, who was brutally mo-

lested and killed inside a temple in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. I wonder 

what would have been going through the minds of these helpless children 

when they were cruelly abused and killed? I am sure they would have reacted 

and cried like any other child who would beg: “Please don’t do it. I am going 

to tell dad”.  

What is most appalling about these recent cases is that the predators belonged 
to a dominant political party in India. But then, it is not surprising when one 
considers the fact that more than 1,580 elected members in the Parliament and 
State Assemblies have criminal records. Of these, a considerable number are involved in crimes against women and 
children – a case of the law-makers becoming law-breakers!  

Infographics 

As per the Indian government figures 106,958 cases of crimes against children were registered in India in 2016. In 
the same year, the government released another report wherein 
338,000 cases of crime against women were registered and of which 
11.5% were rape cases.  

According to a recent report by the National Crime Bureau, a child 

in India is sexually abused every fifteen minutes. And, with 44% of 

the total population of more than one billion people in India belong-

ing to the age group of below 18 years, one can imagine the whop-

ping number of children sexually abused!!!   

These infographics and the many protests and demonstrations by 

citizens cutting across religious and social groups have not had much impact on either the ruling party or the op-

position who are using these cases as political weapons, especially as the country is moving towards the national 

election next year. Added to this, we know that public memory is short-lived and thus, if not Kathua, it could be 

other places like Unnao, Surat, Noida, Etta……We should not allow it to continue!  

Causes 

Obviously, the one basic question everyone is asking is: Why are there so many of these cases in India? One needs to look 

up-stream to discover the causes. Myriad reasons may be offered. 

Besides the individual or cultural pathology where women and girls are sexualized, and in some cases where sexual 

perversion being the main reason, the root cause has to be found elsewhere. It is in the basic attitude of men in 

India towards women and girl children.  

“I’m gonna tell God everything….” 

Three years ago, in a heart-rending story, a 3-year-old Syrian boy succumbed to injuries 

in a hospital before he uttered his last extremely touching words. Minutes before he 

died he said: “I’m gonna tell God everything….”. Besides the gruesome pain inflicted 

on his body by the injuries he sustained, the boy’s heart must have been shattered see-

ing the atrocities committed against children in the war-torn Syria. 
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In an unhealthy kind of patriarchal culture and male chauvin-

ism that one finds in India, women and girl children are con-

sidered as objects of sexual gratification and pleasure.  So, 

what needs to change is this basic attitude. One needs to 

learn to accept women and girl children as persons with equal 

dignity. 

What must we do? 

Certainly, the victims and their families need to get justice. 

We should do all within our power to make sure that justice 

answer!  

Like Pope Francis who when meeting with the clergy abuse victims from Chile, cried with them as they shared 

their deepest pains, we too must be able to enter into the pain of those victims and shed a few tears. 

Let us heed the calls made by the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India and the Conference of Religious to 

join and support social actions bringing awareness and education with respect to the dignity of human persons 

–be they male, female or children! 

Reporting of suspecting cases is a must to prevent such incidents from happening again. 

Let us remember what Swami Vivekananda told us: “Can you better the condition of your women? Then there 

will be hope for your well-being. Otherwise you will remain as backward as you are now.” 

God bless our women, God bless every child, God bless each and every Indian. God bless our country. 

In Christ, 

Paul Cherukoduth, CP 

Vice Provincial 

is done. But, killing a perpetrator may not be the  

UPDATES 

2018 marks 25 years of Passionist presence 

in Palliport, Kerala. The Jubilee year begins 

on the 6th of May. 

Blessing of the site and ground breaking for the new 

Passionist Community Residence at Ashram JXP,  

Cochin. 
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Silver Jubilee of   

Ordination 

PRAYERS & 

BLESSINGS 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 FR. PAUL CP 

Commissioning 

for mission.  

Let's accompany 

Fr. Febin CP 

with our prayers. 

Fr. Febin leaves 

for  Liouville,  

USA  on the 9th 

of  may.   

St. Thomas 
Vice province 
council  on  a 
day of recol-
lection  prior 
to the council 

meeting. 
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BIRTHDAY 

WELFEN 02 

ANTONY C 10 

JOHNSON 10 

GEORGE 12 

JOSEPH  13 

FEAST DAY 

VIMAL 03 

TITUS 04 

NAMBIKAI RAJ 04 

JAMES 06 

NELSON 07 

WILSON 07 

GILTUS 07 

SAJI 08 

JOSEPH 10 

FEBIN 10 

FRANCIS 12 

WELFEN 12 

AJESH 13 

RAJAN 17 

MAY 

ORDINATIONS 

ST. GEMMA 16 

Closing of the academic year 2017-18 at Passionist 

Philosophate, Jnana Nilaya, Bhopal . 

Passionist Vocation Camp at Ashram, JXP, Cochin. 

Passionist Minor seminarians’ day out  

St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 


