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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (50)

Patrica

May 4, 1751

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
At this moment I received your esteemed letter, which fills my heart more than ever with edification and 
gratitude for your great kindness and charity.
I am leaving with dissatisfaction at not being able to continue the missions in accord with your holy de-
sires. However, “what is delayed is not taken away.” God has blessed the holy mission here in Patrica with 
marvelous fruit. However, His Divine Majesty had kept me hidden until the end. This morning we held a 
General Communion for men with outstanding devotion, and it brought tears to the eyes of the unworthy 
one who is writing. I am edified by everyone, clerics and people. I hope that His Divine Majesty will give 
you the lights necessary in your holy visitation here to provide for everything. I believe you will listen to 
that true servant of God, Abbe Di Supino.
I recommend my poor soul to your holy sacrifices and prayers. Here, in my judgment, there remain no 
scandals or dissension. Would that it lasts, as I hope.
I ask your piety to continue your charity and fatherly affection for this good archpriest, for I am hoping that 
he will fulfill his duties in favor of these souls, as he has begun.
If time permits, I will stop off at Terracina to give some good order to the Retreat. Otherwise, I will go to 
San Angelo of Vetralla, for I see that the weather is threatening rain. Although, when I go to Terracina, as 
I will do if the weather is good, I will not be able to accept the charity of your brother, Signore Cavaliere, 
for I am forced to go by way of Carpineto and Valmontone. At another time I will give them opportunity to 
exercise their charity to us poor ones.
Would that I could disengage myself from Foligno and Fabriano, where I ought to be now. I have held off 
until the coming year. If that were to happen, oh, how willingly I would serve you in these locations where 
I have left off, at least by next spring.
I end at your feet and implore for myself and my companions your holy pastoral blessing, and with pro-
found reverence affirm again that I am always,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


