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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (48)

Ceccano

April 22, 1751

Leaving for Supino next Wednesday.

Your Excellency,
I arrived late last night at this poor Retreat of Ceccano on my return from the foundation of the Retreat of 
Falvaterra. That turned out with great piety and universal edification. The religious are so observant there it 
might be a novitiate, for each has his own cell, along with the corridor, chapel, choir, and with all the offices 
necessary. For the construction is well along and well disposed for everything. One can see the great zeal with 
which they hurried to finish it, although they have not finished plastering. That will be done by Holy Week.
Oh, how much this makes me take thought about Ceccano, where our religious have almost lost their health 
since they all have, or almost all, a sour and offensive breath, the worst sign of poisonous air! So, although 
I have made a strong effort to keep them in these almost ruined rooms, a dwelling more fit for cattle than 
for humans, seeing that actually before we came goats were in the place, and seeing that it is more than 
four years that they have suffered this distress, I have changed my mind to the extent that, if I do not want 
to lose my soul with a grave sin of omission in regard to preserving the health of my religious, I say it will 
be proper to take out a loan so that this Retreat will be livable, at least within three years, although the con-
struction is dragging along in the present summer. I am waiting to bring up the reasons and causes at another 
time when I am at your feet.
Wednesday evening, April 14, although I am bothered with a lot of congestion in my chest, contracted on 
this mission, will be the opening of the mission in Supino. Since I am not very strong, and Father John Bap-
tist has been not very well in this air, so Father Stephen will come to help us as a catechist in the mornings, 
as he did there. Father Thomas Mary of the Side of Jesus has been made rector of the Retreat of Falvaterra, 
and his presence is necessary in the new Retreat for a good space of time to put things in the best order 
possible according to the Rules.
For that reason many conferences have been held to see if we could serve Your Excellency with missions 
in the designated locations. But we found no way out because we lack workers. Father Thomas is without a 
companion catechist, and until next autumn, that is, October, he will not be able to have one. Father Stephen 
will be able to help on the mission in Frosinone, promised for the middle of May.
So in autumn you will be the first to be served in the locations that remain to be covered in your diocese. I 
will do what I can then since I am eager to serve such a loving, benevolent benefactor as you.
From the donation given me there, I had two Retreats share it, that of Falvaterra and the one here, so that 
it will help at first to provide some books on moral theology. So you see that your great piety assists all of 
us. We will not be wanting in being grateful in our poor prayers and sacrifices. With profound reverence I 
end by asking your holy pastoral blessing. I kiss your sacred vestments, and with all esteem and veneration 
and respect say I am,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


