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J.C.P.

I find myself back in the Province of Campagna-Marittima to conduct missions and especially for the foun-
dation of one of our Retreats in the diocese of Veroli, which happened with universal edification on the 
Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. I left twelve religious there to form the community. On my return from the 
foundation to this Retreat of Corniano, late on Saturday night, I was given an important letter from your 
illustrious and magnificent lordships, in which was contained your official invitation for my poor person to 
come for missions there.
I cannot express with my pen the unhappiness I experience in not being able to come and serve this loving 
people with the missions they desire so much. Let them know that even with the insistence of two cardinals 
that I come to give missions this spring in the cities of Foligno and Fabriano, I am forced to refuse and de-
lay them until 1752, presuming I have no impediment coming from the office I hold in this Congregation.
At this time there are two foundations pending, which require all my person, and they will take place, God 
willing, toward the end of this year.
With all this, along with the desire I have to serve you, if I could free myself from the two cities, and that 
seems not a little difficult, and if the foundations are stable, I will make every effort, despite my advanced 
age of fifty-seven years and the illnesses I suffer, to come and console and satisfy your holy desires. Grant-
ing that God will open the way for me to come, I will let you know ahead of time so that you may obtain 
the necessary faculties from the bishop.
As I was writing, I have reflected more maturely on your letter, and I see that with good reasons they wish to 
have the mission soon so they can profit from the Jubilee. Therefore, I reverently ask them not to fail to have 
the mission preached by others so as not to deprive the people of such a great spiritual profit. Seeing the 
office I hold is all the more reason that my coming there seems very difficult, despite the fact that I keenly 
desire to make every effort to bring about your wishes. Meanwhile, I have never failed to make you part of 
my poor prayers, nor will I ever fail to do so in testimony of the gratitude that I profess. Leaving you in the 
loving Side of Jesus, with fullest esteem and profound respect I affirm once more that I am from a true heart,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
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