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Thomas Mary Struzzieri of the Side of Jesus (3)

Ceccano

April 13, 1751

J.C.P.

Dear Father Rector,
I am leaving for the mission at Supino, and on the May 2 or 3 I will have finished at Pratica. Then I am going 
to Terracina, and from there I will give you an account of everything.
On May 3, God willing, Father Stephen, rector of this Retreat, will be returning here and will wait for you 
to go to Frosinone and begin the mission there on May 7 or 8, so as to end on May 23. It is very necessary 
that you be in the Retreat of Falvaterra for Pentecost, especially because of the great concourse of people 
on that feast, that is, on the Monday and Tuesday which concur with the solemnity of the holy martyr. Your 
presence at that solemnity is very much required, especially at the start of the foundation, so that you ob-
serve everything and correct disorders at the outset so that things will be done properly ever after.
So take on this mission and confirm it by having it announced in good time, and obtain your faculties as 
soon as possible. Regarding the mission at Pico, when Frosinone is over, the rector of this Retreat, who will 
be undergoing a slight purge until Pentecost, will be there on the third day of the feast, or the Wednesday 
after Pentecost, to help with the mission in that territory. That mission should end before the middle of June, 
and then everyone can leave because they will then be harvesting. In this way all will go well. If the mission 
begins on the seventh of May in Frosinone, it will last seventeen days when complete. If it begins on the 
eighth, it will last sixteen days. See Father, this is the way missions are handled. Do not leave the Retreat at 
time of such great need, as are these feasts.
Now I want to tell you how I always conducted myself in Retreats, especially when I was rector at Presen-
tation. In order not to make a long speech, I will do it by way of an instruction for you. It will be what I did.
When you leave the Retreat, give your limited orders to the vice rector and give him opportune advice on 
acting with prudence and gentleness with the religious. For the exact observance, forbid him ceremonies 
and long talks with seculars, and he is not to invite people to dine.
On your return and after a rest of one or two days, have conferences with everyone, find out how Father 
Vice Rector acted, and find out how everyone conducted themselves, how they maintained the observance 
in everything, in choir, refectory, silence, etc. Then after three or four days have passed after the confer-
ences, take remedies if there is anything to remedy. Take special note whether there is anything to correct 
in the vice rector in case there were things wanting, which I hope will not happen.
Guiding yourself in this way, believe me, you will always maintain your Retreat in fervor and observance, 
and nothing harmful will come in. These are the most essential points. Above all, when you leave, instruct 
Father Bernadine, your vice rector, not to act with impetuosity, upsetting the religious. Since he is a hypo-
chondriac, he tends to be suspicious without cause, and he could be much mistaken. I have made him vice 
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rector because he is a good son and to encourage him in his work. I hope I am correct. The blessed God will 
give you the heavenly prudence necessary to guide everyone well so that your Retreat will be a mirror of 
perfection for all, near and far.
I am writing in a hurry for I am leaving soon. I embrace you with all my heart, along with Father John Bap-
tist and all from here, and I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
The bishop of Veroli has replied to me with great charity and wants to bring the work to completion.


