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Thomas Fossi (39)

Ceccano

April 12, 1751

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
On my return to this Retreat at Ceccano after the foundation of the Retreat of Falvaterra in the diocese of 
Veroli, on the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, with a great concourse of people and universal edification, 
having left twelve religious there with a separate cell for each one and with construction up to the first floor 
of the new wing of the Retreat, I found your letter, written a month ago, awaiting me from San Angelo and 
received by me yesterday morning. Accordingly, I have very little time, for I am loaded with letters and 
tasks and have a mission ahead of me. So I am answering what is most necessary.
I am surprised that you allowed your daughter to be in Piombino without the watchful care of her mother, 
for while she is a good and innocent girl, you should never trust anyone, no matter how holy, beyond a 
mother’s eye.
Oh, in what a world we are in! I rejoice that she is in a convent, and I pray Jesus that she will come out well. 
I am an old man and have experience of the present times. I recommend Sister Cherubina much to you. Do 
not allow her to deal with anyone without her being there, not even for studies. If she is not present, things 
will go badly. Let her flee the grating like the plague, otherwise she will lose everything she gained at home 
with her holy upbringing.
With regard to prayer, do it with your family in your home, but do not let outsiders come in, for some harm 
could come from that, as happens with the conventicles. The world is very evil. It would be better to advise 
the men and women who work on your fields to pray and live in the fear of God while they work. Be careful 
in speaking about God. Do not speak about what you do not know for certain or have not read, for you could 
make mistakes in matters of faith since you have not studied sacred theology.
You know that I have always been reluctant about granting you that which you know of in regard to your 
state in life, but have always said it is necessary to remain in holy conjugal liberty, both in seeking and 
granting the debt.
Walk in simplicity of heart and stay recollected in the Divine Presence, attend to your interests, to your 
family, in accord with the obligations of your state in life. What more I could say I pass over due to lack of 
time. I refer you to my other letters of instruction for your soul, for I have written many times.
Greet your wife for me in the Lord, and I am delighted that she is entirely in love with the Highest Good 
and uses Jesus Crucified for her mirror. You should have your children use that mirror as well. Jesus bless 
all of you, and let them pray for poor me, for I have not a few needs, and you will merit from the charity 
you continue. I leave you in the loving Side of Jesus, and in haste affirm once more that I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


