
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

743

Marianna of Jesus (3)

Ceccano

March 31, 1751

J.C.P.

Most Reverend Mother,
Your letter was forwarded from the Retreat of Soriano. I admit I am very displeased to read that idea that 
the cursed devil put into your head that you are damned. Oh, God, what are you saying! You have signs 
clear as the sun that the Lord wishes to make you holy, and you allow yourself to be upset by the devil with 
scarecrows of being damned? Never again tell me such things.
You will be holy if you persevere in the good begun. Everything that causes upset of heart is the work of 
the enemy. Take care to keep your heart serene, peaceful, and clear of all clouds of perturbation, and put 
in practice the advice which I gave you in the Name of the Lord, above all, how much I recommend holy, 
internal solitude! Oh, how much I desire that you repose on the bosom of the Heavenly Father, adoring him 
in spirit and in truth, losing yourself completely in the immense sea of his holy Love.
With regard to the two visions you had after your battle with temptation against chastity, although they were 
accompanied with good signs, I do not wish that you trust in them. Rather, make nothing out of them. Take 
the fruit and let the leaves go. If such visions cause profound humility, knowledge of your nothingness, a 
great love of suffering, a great charity toward your neighbor, and, above all, a love of being hidden and se-
cret to all with a lively desire to be despised by all and to be submissive to exact obedience, if your visions 
have had such effects, it is well. But I say again, take the fruit and let the leaves go without making anything 
out of such things, for they are truly dangerous.
Make yourself a companion of Jesus suffering and of Mary, Mother of Sorrows, and pray for me for my 
needs are many. On the Friday of the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows we are establishing a new Retreat. Pray 
that all goes well to the glory of God. Jesus make you holy, and cast off these fears like the plague.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the †


