
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

731

Dominic Costantini (4)

San Angelo

1750

J.M.J.

Dear Sir,
Dearest Signore Dominic, my obligations to you are always growing toward your dear person, and I pray 
the gentle Jesus to give you exceedingly copious rewards in time and in a blessed eternity. With regard to 
the business of Byzantine Island, I say it would be very profitable for our Congregation and of great advan-
tage to our poor neighbors. If the cardinal were to allow such a work into his diocese, oh, how much good 
would result! Enough! Let us allow Divine Providence to work. Granted that the cardinal were willing to 
use his holy pastoral zeal for such a foundation, it would be necessary, first of all, to visit the spot, and I 
would have that done by Father John Baptist. It would be further necessary to find out if the air is moder-
ately healthful and whether the hemp they soak in the lagoon near the island, which beyond doubt makes 
the air bad, could be moved further away so that it would do no harm. This could be done easily under the 
authority of the cardinal.
With regard to our maintenance, I have no doubts that this Retreat could be provided for as are all the oth-
ers, even better. For you well know that in accord with our Rules, a syndic is appointed for a region of the 
diocese, at least the region nearby, who has the care of receiving at the time of the grain and wine harvest. 
This takes place without any inconvenience to the people and in good order.
Such a foundation could be made in the month of this coming October in case there were heavy rains. But in 
the interim it will be necessary to begin negotiations as well as to visit the place and so forth. I am leaving 
the day after the feast for the Retreat of Soriano, and on the Second Sunday of Easter I will leave for Rome. 
If the cardinal is agreeable, we could begin the negotiations on my return from Rome, where I am going to 
conclude our business, etc., and to establish a date for the foundation.
Please have the kindness to review my thinking with regard to the air and the hemp so that I will be able to 
guide myself in talking with the cardinal.
I have no more time. I offer you greetings from the altar, and I leave you in the loving Side of Jesus with all 
your family, and from a true heart say I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
Father Rector, Father Mark Aurelius, and all greet you in the Lord, etc.

___________________________________________________________________
270. The year is 1750 and the context of the letter puts it around Easter. Paul mentions the Byzantine Island and the Second 
Sunday of Easter, when he hopes to be in Rome.


