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John Francis Sancez (9)269

Presentation

December 10, 1750

Dear Sir,
With my highest consolation I received your esteemed letter, and with all the eagerness of my poor spirit I 
will be at the service of this city to which I and all our poor Congregation profess our exceeding obligations. 
I hope for all the blessings from the goodness of our God, which a heart — that would need to be a thousand 
hearts to meet our obligations to you and this city — could desire.
Saturday at 22 hours, as I wrote to the vicar general, I will be there to begin. So Sunday, the most conve-
nient, is for the people since they are not occupied in work.
Have the usual platform provided for me, as I have seen done at other times. Our good God knows how 
happy I am to serve you one more time. In view of my old age, I fear it will be my last time. I am hoping 
for great good to the advantage and profit of the souls of all in this city with the reform of ways for those 
who have need of that. Oh, how much I hope that the holy Passion of our Crucified Love will break its way 
into the hearts of all: for the good, so that they will be confirmed in the good; for the evil, so that they be 
converted to our God. I do not know how to express my joy that I can once more apply my poor labors for 
the good of the souls of those who are assisting the poverty of this Retreat and are zealous for the honor 
of this poor Congregation, which recognizes that it is bound to favor them, and I more than any other in 
particular, for your charity, to whom I offer my weak service. With humble reverence and complete esteem 
and respect, I devoutly say I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
I am not writing with my own hand because the post is leaving quickly, so pardon me. Give my greeting to 
Signore Curzio, etc.

___________________________________________________________________
269. In spite of the fall at Montalto, Paul arranges to begin the mission at Orbetello on Sunday, December 12. The mission closed 
December 22. Paul was conscious of how much he and the Congregation owed to the people of this city, and so he wanted to 
respond with all his heart.


