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Caesar Macali (2)

San Angelo

October 2, 1750

Returned September 28.

J.C.P.

Reverend Father, Dearly Beloved in Christ,
Do not attribute my failure to answer your letter to disinterest, for I have been so busy with recent missions 
that I scarcely had time to satisfy the duties of my office. Now I am breathing a little; however, I am loaded 
with letters. With all the sincerity of my poor heart, I tell you that the essential thing, the most important and 
best preparation to make yourself a son of the Congregation of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ, is to arrive 
with a “great heart and willing spirit,” all sacrificed as a true holocaust to the Highest Good in the sweet fire 
of divine charity, with a childlike will, united with a deep simplicity to the always adorable Holy Will of 
God. In a word, hide yourself as a poor child in naked faith and holy love in the loving Side of Jesus, and 
all that I have said will take place.
I am leaving here October 12 and am going to the Retreat of Soriano, where I will remain until October 15. 
Then I will set out for Ceccano, where I hope to be October 22 or 23. I am passing by Paliano. Although 
Canon Gigli is asking me to stop by Anagni, I do not know if I will succeed. Enough! I hope to do the Will 
of God. Do not hurry to leave for Mount Argentario for the weather has not yet cooled down, and you would 
be putting yourself at risk. If you depart November 20 or 25, it will be soon enough. Meanwhile, if you have 
reason to deal with me, write to Ceccano, addressing the letters: “Frosinone for Ceccano: Retreat of Saint 
Mary of Corniano,” where I will be, please God, as above.
For over a year, maybe even two, the cleric Father Philip Ceccarelli of Paliano has been asking to be admit-
ted into the Congregation. Now, I recall from his letter that I promised to receive him in the coming cooler 
period, as I will do. That young man, from reports I have, is very eager to come. I will let him know the 
secret of your decision so you can serve each other as faithful companions on the journey.
Oh, my dear archpriest, how extreme are the needs of this world! Oh, how offended God is! Oh, what insults 
to the Blessed Sacrament! Oh, God! I cannot do more. Believe me, in this last campaign I found myself in 
anguish. The fruits were great, conversions very great — all effects of the grace of Jesus Christ through the 
infinite merits of his Passion. I personally know that the Passion breaks the hearts of the most inveterate and 
hardened sinners, as I experience by the favor of God so often in these holy apostolic labors. Pray for us. I 
am writing in haste and am always more from a true heart,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


