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Thomas Fossi (37)

Canepina

September 4, 1750

While on mission.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I am replying in haste to your letter received here in Canepina, where I am in the middle of a holy mission. 
First, I beg you not to take the resolution you speak of because it is not the Will of God. In Vetralla there is 
no place for what you have in mind. To come there in September or October is to place your life in danger 
because of the change in weather. This project you want for women, I see always more distant in the future, 
and I am not mistaken. Once more, it is not the time for that. God has not shown his Will. I have renounced 
all direction for a soul who seemed to be the first stone because I do not wish to direct a soul who cannot 
write. I cannot take care of her face-to-face because of the distance, and I have had no counsel on this. Rec-
ommend yourself to God in order to choose the convent for the education of your daughter when she seems 
ready for that. I am always more burdened with crosses and occupations, and it seems to me my strength to 
manage this load is fading away.
With regard to the pilgrimage to Loreto, believe me, it will be more pleasing to Mary Most Holy if you 
remain to direct your pious family than any pilgrimage would be able to do. I am writing in great haste, for 
I am carrying on my shoulders a populace of about 3,500 souls.
My greetings in the Lord to your wife and all the children. For charity’s sake, recommend me to God, for 
the need is growing on several accounts.
I hope in God that your wife will learn peaceful meekness in the school of the Crucified, so comfort her and 
instruct her. Who knows when I will be able to write to Father Fulgentius. Meanwhile, “May God reward 
you for everything.” I am leaving here for another place, and I will not be at the Retreat until Lent, and then 
only for a short time. Jesus make you holy with the sanctity of the Cross and bless you and all your house.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


