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Caesar Macali (1)

San Angelo

August 15, 1750

Leaving for San Martino.

J.C.P.

Reverend Father,
I have placed in the purest Heart of Jesus the consolation that your welcome letter brought me, in which I 
touch with my hand the great and adorable Divine Providence in your call to this poor Congregation of the 
holy Passion of Jesus. There is no room to doubt, or to regard as a dream, that this is a true call from God, 
who wishes to make you holy and a great instrument for his glory. This can help you as a spur to know your 
true nothingness always more, that you can do nothing, have nothing, and know nothing. “Without me you 
can do nothing,” said Christ the Lord, etc. The one who knows his nothing the better is more disposed to 
become a great saint the sooner.
Arrange your affairs with peace, since until November 8 or 10 you ought not travel in these salt marshes 
because of the air. It is true that the Retreat of the Presentation of Mary Most Holy is on Mount Argentario 
and the air is perfect, but you would have to travel through forty miles of the marshes, however, on a good 
road. You will receive notice from me. Now I am going for three missions and will end September 26, since 
the territory is very extended with three or four thousand souls. Each mission will be for fifteen days. I am 
starting the seventeenth of this month since the air is good.
Then I will remain here until October 10, when I leave for Ceccano. I will stay two days in Paliano and 
I would like to pass by your location. But without hearing from you, I will not do so. It is true that there 
are no reasons for me to be suspicious; but I remind you that the masters of the spiritual life and the saints 
counsel fleeing from everything that could hold back the following of a divine call and to be careful not to 
consult the wise and prudent of this world so that one does not grow tepid. This is pleasing to God, for it is 
the prudence of the saints.
It will be best for you to bring your books and writings with you. I will advise and let you know the easiest 
way to send them to Rome to one of our benefactors, who can send them where you wish without you hav-
ing any worries about them on your journey.
I will leave for Civita Castellana on October 15, and I hope to be in Paliano on October 18, where I will be 
all of October 19. On October 21 I will be in Ceccano, where I will stay until All Saints. About November 
5, with God’s help, I will be in Rome and stay there all of November.
Meanwhile, if you have anything to communicate, you can send the letters: “Viterbo for San Martino,” 
where I will be until August 30, and then I go to Canepina. If you write on Saturday, August 22, you can 
send the letter to San Martino. Otherwise, send it: “Viterbo for Canepina.” I embrace you in the Side of 
Jesus. While asking your prayers, I kiss your holy hands, and with a true heart say I am,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


