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Thomas Fossi (36)

San Angelo

July 25, 1750

Leaving August 17--

J.C.P.

Beloved Thomas, My Dear Son in Christ,
As soon as I returned from the missions, I wrote you. Then I wrote you two further times, always by post. 
I have not written less than two letters. Now I received your letter by post.
First, I thank you always more for your heartfelt charity, but in no way do I want you to undertake more, 
that is, for the bell at Soriano or the ornamentation of the chasuble on the Mount. What you have done is 
enough. You should make your donations with prudence, in consideration of your children, etc. So I do not 
want the bell, and, if you have not ordered that ornamentation, or even if you have ordered it, cancel it if 
you can. Do this and you will have more merit through the virtue of holy obedience.
Second, to go to Rome in October is to place oneself in clear danger, for at that time in Rome, and on the 
way, there are the greatest setbacks in the weather. Until it has cooled down with abundant rains and strong 
northerly winds, you should not chance it. I am leaving on August 17 for holy missions, but I am going in 
good air. Then I am making a long journey, since I am going to Ceccano. I will be happy to be at the Retreat 
in Lent in order to rest until Easter for the mission at Fabriano, etc.
If your older girl wants to enter a convent, it is necessary to allow her to do so, for the work you have in 
mind is far off and who know whether I will be alive. Besides, God is not giving his light to know whether 
he wishes that work at this time. As for that soul I mentioned to you, she remains buried from the eyes of all 
and is in a sea of afflictions, abandoned by all, but faithful in everything. So do not be thinking about that. 
Recommend yourself to God to see whether he inspires you to put your daughter in some observant convent 
under the direction of some fervent nun. That could be in Piombino, but do not pass over Sister Cherubina. 
But I have no inspiration whatever. God will give that to you, her father.
It is true these are illusions, but no fault of yours when they occur and you notice them. It is necessary to 
humble yourself and cast them off like the plague.
You may make an offering of your daughters as spouses of the Crucified, an excellent offering and very 
pleasing to God, but you cannot promise because you need to allow them their freedom. It is true that such 
an offering made to God with a humble and devout heart is very pleasing to His Divine Majesty. He will 
accept them and give them such impulses that they will not resist the divine call, but you cannot make 
promises, for that would be like a vow.
Continue your exercises, your recollection, and care for your family and your household affairs. Continue 
to make mental prayer in your home, etc.
I greet your wife in the Lord, and you may act as her spiritual director by giving her advice, etc. I am writing 
in haste for I have a head that is worn out since I have been writing for hours. I embrace you in Christ and 
pray for the greatest amount of blessings on your whole house. Amen.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


