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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (39)

San Angelo

July 9, 1750

Your Excellency,
Now that I have a moment of rest from the many labors and fatigues undergone since Easter, in addition 
to long journeys, I cannot pass over kneeling before Your Goodness with my small tribute of respect and 
reaffirming my service and gratitude, especially for the great charity with which you continue your fatherly 
affection for our poor religious in the holy Retreat of Ceccano. For this I do not fail in my poor and cold 
prayers to make mention to the Most High so that His Divine Majesty may enrich you with the fullness of 
grace in the measure of your holy desires and pious intentions.
I hope to be at your feet around the end of this coming October, when I will be on my way to Ceccano, 
where I will stay for a few days, indeed a very few, because of the weighty necessity of other affairs for the 
service of God.
I hear from Father Thomas, to my consolation, that at the beginning of September he should be serving you 
in Giuliano with a holy mission. Abbe Angeletti writes me that the people of Ceccano want a mission in 
the present month. I have weighed this at the foot of the Crucified and at the same time I consulted others. 
I replied that I thought I would sin if I agreed that Father Thomas and companion should give a mission in 
this excessive heat, considering that Ceccano is in a low basin, close to the river, and subject to great heat. 
Besides, no missionary is accustomed to give missions at this time except in the alpine mountains. I know 
that I gave a mission in September in one city and it was very hot. The mission was very fruitful, but I was 
overcome with a grave illness and came close to losing my life. Father Thomas is subject to great inflam-
mation of blood. If he were to give a mission at this time, without a miracle a malign fever would deprive 
him of life; on the contrary, Giuliano has cool air, and I hope there he will come out well.
I pray your kindness to persuade the Abbe and the good populace that the said Father will serve them in 
October with more fruit than he would now. For now is not a good time for missionaries or for the people 
who attend the mission. Out of love for God, pardon my impetuosity. I ask your holy blessing, and with 
profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, and I am,
Your humble, devoted, respectful, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


