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Thomas Fossi (34)

San Angelo

May 16, 1750

Leaving.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I am always more moved to thank the Lord in reading your welcome letters. But what are you saying? 
That your coming to our Retreats has given birth to evil? Be careful that you do not say such things, since 
your coming here has given birth to much good, even for our religious, nor ought you to wonder and afflict 
yourself if it appears that I have given out obediences in a mild way, for that is what I am accustomed to 
do, that is, to proceed with gentleness rather than rigor. One who wishes to be obeyed well must command 
only a little and gently.
So now go ahead with your practices with great fidelity in all your normal exercises, since they do not go 
beyond your proper state of life, that is, they do not interfere with the obligations of your status, for in that 
you are certain of the Will of God. Above everything, I recommend to you humility of heart, awareness of 
your nothingness, and interior solitude, always remaining abandoned in God, adoring him in spirit and in 
truth, without forcing your head or anything else in such recollection, but remaining in a peaceful manner 
in the holy desert and inner temple, where you will find every good in God, etc. If you wish to wear one of 
our signs, you may do so, but wear it under your clothing so that no one will see it except the blessed God 
and his holy angels.
I already owe much to your charity, and, if our people come to the island, they will be there because of 
you. As to the person whom you mention to me and who might be the first stone, for my part, I speak in 
unfeigned truth, I am not sure that candidate who is in Rome has any further idea to make use of me. God 
knows that doubts come to me since I am not able to examine the background of this person. I am afraid of 
some deceit; however, I hope it is not so, for the base seems good.
With regard to going to Rome and Loreto, you want me to tell you whether it is God that gives you the de-
sire to go there with your wife? I leave you free, but who will stay in your home with your children and your 
business? Examine the situation carefully and then decide what is for the greater glory of God. I see your 
pious household in the holy Side of Jesus. I believe that our good God wants to make it a house of saints, 
beginning with the parents. Oh, how much I thank the Lord ! How much consolation I take!
So arrange to make some prayer each day in common, prescribe acts of virtue in accord with their capacity 
as your older and younger children, give them ejaculatory prayers, etc.
I am leaving for a mission in the city of Camerino on Pentecost Monday in order to begin the mission on 
May 24. It is a large mission and there will be much to do. Pray much for me. On this occasion I am going 
to visit the Retreat at Sabina, where they want a foundation. Oh, how many houses are being discussed for 
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foundations! I do not know how to manage this if God does not provide workers. Our missionaries are in 
areas larger than this big diocese of Camerino and God works his great mercies for the people, but this city 
has protested to its bishop that they do not want any missionaries except poor me. What do you say about 
that? Doesn’t that protest make you laugh? Oh, they do not know me! If they knew me, they would not 
speak in that way.
I have the intention of always making you part of my poor prayers, and I see you, along with your wife and 
children, as one heart in Jesus Christ, as God knows. I hope one day, if I do not die soon, to see all of you 
and to come to the island to give a retreat in your house, and to do that for your family. I do not have more 
time. Goodbye, my dear son in Christ! For my sake stay happy, recollected, humble, and solitary within. 
Above all, let the Divine Will be your food. Even more, let the Divine Will be your Spouse and espouse 
yourself to that Will every moment with the wedding ring of faith, on which are inscribed the other jewels 
of hope and love. Jesus bless all of you. Greet your wife for me in Jesus; she, too, is my daughter in Christ. 
When I am back from Camerino, I want to write her a good letter. Greet your children and mine in Christ. 
Goodbye. May the Lord bless us.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


