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Signore Generoso Petrarca (1)261

San Angelo

March 21, 1750

May the holy Passion of Jesus
be always in your heart.

Dear Sir,
I have placed in the holy Side of Jesus the consolation that your esteemed letter brought me, in which I 
find to my great satisfaction the zeal you are using to bring the case to a close, especially in favor of the 
Retreat of Terracina. Oh, how thankful I am to you in Jesus Christ! Father Thomas is also crying out with 
holy zeal, for he sees the great necessity there is to go ahead with the building of that Retreat, of which we 
have so great a need, in order to have it established in this coming November and to make room in the other 
Retreats so we can receive the many candidates who are asking with insistence to be admitted. That will 
not happen unless the five hundred scudi and the materials given by the deceased servant of God are turned 
over to us. Ah, Signore Petrarca! use all your efforts, for the love of Jesus, so that the release of the money 
and materials may take place. Put pressure on Signore Gabri and tell him that God will rain upon him and 
his household copious blessings.
In this post I am writing to Monsignor Ferroni, and I am asking for the hearing of the case as soon as 
possible, as I hope. I am also writing to the cardinal of San Clemente so that he will favor this work of 
God. I rejoice in the Lord that Divine Providence has blessed his zealous words as Defender for the Pious 
Teachers.262 Thanks be to God. If you see him, greet him in the Lord for me, and tell him that, if the place 
referred to is fitting, I would very willingly go along with the foundation. But it is necessary, first of all, to 
clear up the present case. On that issue we will speak person to person when I will be in Rome, and I hope 
that will be in the month of April.
Dear Signore Petrarca, I recommend the cause of God to you and your solicitous care, etc. “Your reward 
is very great,” and we will be always grateful in our poor prayers. I am writing in haste. I leave you in the 
holy Side of Jesus, and with full esteem and profound reverence constantly name myself,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
261. The five hundred scudi Paul speaks of was money that the deceased Bishop Oldo planned to give for the Retreat at Terracina. 
It is being held up, even though the treasurer ordered it to be released. The Monsignor Treasurer is the aging Cardinal Annibale 
Albani, who was cardinal of San Clemente in Rome. Paul writes of this matter in the letter of March 21. Generoso Patrarca is a 
Roman attorney.

262. The Pious Teachers were a group of dedicated women establishing schools for the daughters of the poor.


