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Girolama Ercolani (11)

Soriano

February 22, 1750

May the holy Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts. Amen.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I am answering your letter, received on my return to this holy Retreat. I rejoice that you are well and in 
peace of heart. The thing weighing on you can bring you gain.
The great prescription you desire to celebrate the Paschal Feast well is this: resignation to the Will of God 
in all things, repeating such acts often and looking with the eye of faith on all your sufferings, internal and 
external, as being for the best. Do not be thinking about the future, that is, about woes, pains, and other 
events which your imagination puts before you, but have these die in the Will of God, leaving to His Divine 
Majesty the care of everything and remaining abandoned in the hands of the Heavenly Father like a child 
without anxiously thinking of tomorrow.
Follow this prescription which I am sending: All the trials, pains, etc., ought to be ground up with suffering 
and silence. Then make a pill out of them, mixing them with the Passion of Christ, and swallow it with faith 
and love, and digest it in the charity of Christ.
Now I have reread your letter and it makes me laugh, for you tell me to give you a recipe to adjust your 
conscience and put yourself in the grace of God. But how many times have I told you that you stand well 
in conscience, that you confess well, that you have the clearest signs that you are in the grace of God? So 
stay at peace and practice the prescription given above and you will celebrate the Paschal Feast devoutly 
and with perfection.
I am deeply pained that the doctor continues to be sick. I am hoping in the Mercy of God that he will regain 
his health, and I am praying, and having prayers offered, to His Divine Majesty. This weighs heavily on me. 
Be of good cheer, for God loves you much and loves your household much; therefore, he visits you, espe-
cially the doctor. I end by saying I have faith in God that he will be well. Greet him much for me in Jesus 
Christ. I am not writing him because I do not have the time. From September I have been constantly on the 
move with missions, journeys, etc. Now, I hope to retire for a retreat of at least two weeks and to stop my 
busyness. For that reason I am going to San Angelo, and then I go to the Retreat at Orbetello.
If you take occasion to exercise your charity with our religious, the Blessed God will know how to give you 
plenteous rewards. In haste I leave you in the sacred Side of Jesus and am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


