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Dominic Anthony Ercolani (6)

Rome

December 27, 1749

Leaving on December 31.

J.C.P.

Dear Doctor,
Your welcome letter was given me by Signore Ciotti. In it I see always more the heartfelt charity you have 
for me and for our poor Congregation. “The Lord will reward you for everything.”
I offered you Christmas greetings from the altar on the Feast of the Expectation of Birth as well as on 
Christmas Day.
I do not know when we can have the mission in Civita, for I and Father Thomas are leaving the last Wednes-
day of this month for Terracina to try to gain the finalization of that Retreat because our holy bishop has 
gone, as I hope, to his eternal rest. Then I am going to Ceccano and on my return to San Angelo, which will 
be at the end of January, if the bishop will consent to give me instructions for the mission, which he has not 
done up until now, I will try to meet his needs and determine when we can take on the task.
Here the missions have been very blessed by God. Thanks be to God. With regard to your illness, I pray 
you with all my spirit to live quietly in the Will of God. “This sickness is not unto death,” but to give you 
an occasion for merit. I want you to take care of yourself, but I want you to work with great courage and 
without depression of spirit, for I know that the Blessed God is giving you, and wishes to give you, his great 
help at all times.
Beloved doctor, look at the continuous mercies that His Divine Majesty is giving you. Remember that from 
head to foot you ought to have perished in that great sickness. So you have done well to embrace the counsel 
to continue your practice with strong confidence that God will help you always and will give you strength. 
Although you may scarcely feel this, that is not important. The greatness of the grace of God will be all the 
more resplendent.
I am writing in great haste. Greet your wife, Girolama, and all your pious household. Embracing you in the 
loving Heart of Jesus, with profound respect I say I am from a true heart,
Your obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


