
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

679

Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (35)

Rome

December 17, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
My pen cannot express the regret my heart feels in seeing the road closed for now so that we are unable to 
serve you with holy missions in your city. It is true that here I am cooperating on the mission by giving the 
meditations, while Father Thomas is doing the preaching. But it is also very true that, despite the labor in-
volved, my chest gives me warning, for this winter, after serious problems from pain in my legs, I am in no 
condition to give missions any longer. You know that in Ceccano I began the retreat and immediately took 
sick. If it had happened in October, I could have done the work. But sensing it was necessary to wait until 
November, and seeing that the fever I had in Caprarola could come back when I am exhausted and that the 
weather was already turning cold, I was advised by those with experience, as I wrote to you, not to place 
myself in such danger — much less now since the cold has increased.
With regard to Father Thomas, he has had a relapse here in Rome. With a special grace he works on the 
mission and will have need of recuperation and convalescence afterward. If he has a companion in Ceccano 
and if in February he has his strength, he could undertake the mission. In Ceccano there is only Father Ste-
phen, and, if he leaves the Retreat, there will be no priests there. So I cannot, and ought not, do that, even 
though I am constrained to take all of them out of there so that they do not entirely lose their health and 
observance. I know they cannot live any longer in those rooms that are practically in ruins, both above and 
below, so that the rain comes in everywhere. This has been told me by the one who has responsibility for the 
structure. God knows in what troubles I am placed, all the more so since I see the extent to which things are 
going, and there is no way out. With the delay they are obliged to leave out of extreme necessity because it 
is not possible to continue living there. I want to confide in God always that he will provide for everything.
Father Thomas and I will go to Terracina; we at least need to take that step. However, that will be with great 
inconvenience due to my weakness; but absolute necessity demands it. Once I am in that city, I will journey 
to Ceccano to take those measures that will be best for those poor brothers of mine. I do not say to remove 
them from that Retreat, for I will not take that step without extreme necessity. In such a case I will have the 
opportunity on my way back to be at your feet to ask your blessing and put in words the pain I feel in not 
having workers in that Retreat who could now serve you with holy missions. Our companion, who is here 
with us and is giving the catechisms, must return immediately to teach our students since that is a supreme 
necessity. If God will see to it that this Retreat has subsistence, there will be no lack of men who will serve 
souls, etc. But now, it is a miracle, I will say so, that so much is being done.
I extend the greetings for the feast from the holy altar and wish you every fullness of happiness, and with 
profound reverence I end, kissing your sacred pastoral vestments, and am,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


