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Thomas Fossi (32)

Rome

December 5, 1749

J.C.P.

My Dear Thomas, My Son in Christ,
I received your welcome letter, forwarded by Father Fulgentius. I do not know how to express how grateful 
I am in God for the charity and donations that you give to our poor Congregation.
I rejoice to hear of the fervor of your wife and your sons and daughters. A great work! There is need to allow 
these holy seeds of heavenly and divine inspiration to grow. In due time they will give copious fruits. Now 
is the time for prayer, secrecy, and silence.
Our affairs are being set back not a little. I no longer depend on anyone. I am not relying on anything except 
the Divine Protection, whence I am hoping for great things, especially because of the lack of all protection 
on the part of human beings.
I am glad you did not share our secret with Father Charles from Controne for many holy reasons. God 
knows.
With regard to your coming to the Mount, I would like that. But until Lent I cannot be at that Retreat since, 
once the mission in Rome is over, I will leave for Terracina because, following on the death of that great 
servant of God, the bishop, the Retreat founded by him is in suspense. So it is necessary for me to go there 
and put things on a firm basis. From Terracina I will go to Ceccano. So I will not be at the Retreat at Vetralla 
until February. If in Lent you wish to give me the consolation of embracing you in the Lord, I will bless 
God for that. For that reason, get in contact with Father Fulgentius so that he may let you know about my 
arrival a little beforehand.
Here we will begin the mission on Sunday, December 7, and tomorrow we will go to see the pope. Saint 
John of the Florentines, a very large church, has been assigned to us.
I am writing in great haste. I beg you be grateful to God, remain in your interior solitude, and raise your 
family in holiness, for from what I can see, God wants to make them all holy: father, mother, sons and 
daughters. Goodbye.
My greetings to your wife, my daughter in Christ, and to your sons and daughters. Jesus make you a great 
saint. Amen. May the Lord reward you for everything. This is my thanks.
Your obligated, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross


