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Cardinal Guadagni257

Corneto

November, 15, 1749

Where I will be until

November 23 inclusive.

J.M.J.

Your Eminence,
The style of our missions, conformable to our Institute, is as follows. In the morning, if the weather is good, 
with reference especially to people in the countryside, there is a solid catechetical instruction for the space 
of about an hour. In the evening the mission is conducted in the following way. As soon as the congrega-
tion has gathered, one of the companions gives a short catechetical instruction so that the people will be 
enlightened as to make fruitful confessions. This instruction is to last less than a half-hour, and immediately 
thereafter the mission sermon is preached and ends with a quarter- or half-hour meditation on the Passion 
of Jesus Christ. We can never omit this because we have a fourth vow to promote devotion to the Passion 
among the people in accord with our Rules. This is our mission procedure, which the Mercy of God has 
blessed with extraordinary conversions, all the effect of the holy Passion of our Crucified Love.
I should inform Your Eminence that Father Thomas told of the time he did the mission in San Lorenzo in 
Damaso. He gave a short catechism the day before the preaching, and in the morning he simply reserved 
time for confessions, etc., and that he believes he would have to do that for the present instance. When our 
poor workers come to the feet of Your Eminence, they will do neither more nor less than your incomparable 
zeal will ordain. It is true that the Passion of Christ, the principal fruit of the mission, cannot be passed over 
because of the vow we all make.
With my face in the dust, I adore the divine dispositions that appoint only one church for us, for in that way 
the missions will bear more fruit for those who make it than otherwise. So Father Thomas will be at your 
feet with his good companion, whom I will send from here. Father Thomas has written me that he has his 
strength and should be in Rome on November 26, as I believe he will, since I do not know if my letter will 
reach him in time. If it reaches him, as I want to hope, he will be in Rome toward the end of this month with 
the companion mentioned above. I will keep myself at the feet of the Crucified, for I feel myself reduced in 
strength, and it is a great Providence of God that I not be part of the mission there since I am most certain 
that I would be able to do very little. Father Thomas, that great servant of God, oh, what great fruit he will 
produce!
I was at the prison yesterday hearing the penitents, by whom I was edified. I prepared them with a visit and 
spiritual conferences two days beforehand.
Pardon my mistakes, Your Eminence, for I am writing with great haste and burdened with heavy duties for 
these poor, contrite souls. I ask the assistance of your prayers and holy blessing, and with profound rever-
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ence I kiss your sacred purple and am,
Your humble, devoted, respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross
Pardon this restatement: I reread this section of the letter of Father Thomas, which I received last night and 
in which he tells me that he will leave November 21 and be in Rome around November 26 or 27. He is 
taking this departure because I sent him your directives and also told him that I and two companions should 
arrive in the capitol on November 26, as you commanded me. But now things have changed — I attribute 
that to the great grace of God — for now there will be only the companion I will send so that he will be there 
at the same time as Father Thomas, which will be November 26. Meanwhile, they will rest in the house of 
a benefactor, not being able to receive the notification that Your Eminence gave me since he left November 
20. Once more, I ask for your blessing.

___________________________________________________________________
257. Vicar of Rome


