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John Francis Sancez (8)

San Angelo

November 1, 1749

Leaving November 7.

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
On my return from the missions, I had the good fortune and consolation to read your precious letter, filled 
with such great piety and charity which our good God has impressed so deeply in your heart and which will 
always produce fruit of eternal life in addition to copious temporal blessings which His Divine Majesty will 
heap upon your dear and esteemed person and your illustrious household. It is most certain that the great 
Father of Mercies will look upon his loving benefactors, such as your beloved children, and enrich them 
more and more with his temporal gifts, even more with spiritual gifts, and with blessings descending from 
generation to generation, as I strongly expect this for all your household, for I know that the fruit is like 
the blessed tree. Oh, how much I would like to say! But time and my tasks and, much more, my coming 
departure for the missions in Corneto and Rome will not permit me. Meanwhile, I say I do not know how 
to express the gratitude in Jesus Christ that I entertain.
It is true that I would like to contribute to the expense of the donkey out of my poor poverty, at least with the 
celebration of the Divine Sacrifice. I extend my cordial greetings to Signore Petri, whom I love so much in 
God, since I have not been able to write him because, in addition to being battered by all my present labors, 
which I ended on October 28, I am loaded with letters and cannot leave this table, even on this Solemnity 
of All Saints. Patience! Have the goodness to tell Signore Petri that the attacks against the Congregation 
have not ceased, and no Retreat will be able to be established, as he has been thinking. Therefore, we cannot 
burden the novitiate Retreat, and so we are forced to suspend vestitions until the end of the Holy Year except 
for some priests and other candidates, five in all, I believe. All who are needed have already been accepted, 
especially a great priestly candidate. God knows the pain I had in refusing the lay candidates from Orbetello 
and San Stefano, besides other candidates who had already been accepted. It is necessary to bow one’s head 
to the divine dispositions and await the end of the Holy Year, as I ordered the rector and director.
The Retreats over here, especially that of Soriano, find themselves in great need, for here there is not a drop 
of wine or oil. What made three hundred bottles of wine now makes thirty. I had depended on there being 
large amounts of barns and wine cellars, for I know the barns and cellars of the Divine Monarch are never 
empty. Notwithstanding that, it is ordered that we do with water, especially here with a family of twenty, 
and at the end of dinner a little cup of wine is offered. I say this to show that we cannot increase the number 
of religious or overburden the novitiate by receiving the lay candidate from San Stefano and those from 
Orbetello.
If we can do it in the spring, they will be vested. Let Signore Petri, to whom I am so indebted, know about 
all this. I am sure he will not disapprove. Meanwhile, he, too, has the weight of the large Retreat.
I embrace you in Jesus Christ, and with profound respect affirm I am from a true heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


