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Doctor Frederick Del Bene (1)255

San Angelo

September 30, 1749

Leaving tomorrow.

J.C.P.

Dear Doctor, Beloved in Christ,
On my return from missions and about to start out again tomorrow, I found your precious letter, which 
gives me reason to magnify the divine mercies to the poor Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ. Oh, 
how blessed you are! I cannot, nor do I know how to, express the feelings of my heart with regard to such 
holy inspirations. Beloved doctor, I embrace you with all the affections of my spirit and am grateful to the 
Highest Giver of every good. If you, as I hope, will conquer the difficulties which surround your holy res-
olutions, God will make you a great saint and a true apostolic worker in the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts. 
Much courage! God is calling, so it is necessary to obey under pain of being rejected for not listening. “Do 
not fear, do not be frightened, the Lord will fight for you.” So spoke a most fortunate soldier of the Lord. 
I am leaving for this mission. Write to Father Fulgentius of Jesus, rector and director of novices, a great 
servant of God, at Orbetello in the Retreat of the Presentation. Write him, I was saying, and tell him your 
thinking. I, for my part, embrace you and accept you from the heart. Although the novitiate is full, there 
will be a place for you. I am leaving a letter for Father in Saturday’s post, in which I am giving an account 
of your holy vocation, for which I cannot express the gratitude my heart feels toward His Divine Majesty, 
that with so much love he calls you and chooses you from thousands. In haste I embrace you in Christ and 
am from the heart,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross, President

___________________________________________________________________
255. Del Bene was a doctor who met Paul at Toscanella and from this letter it is clear he was thinking about entering the Con-
gregation. However, he remained in the medical profession, kept contact with Paul at Viterbo, Corneto, and Rome. He testified 
at the beatification Processes. He also took medical care of Paul as Brother Bartholomew of Saint Aloysius testified. Six letters 
have been preserved.


