
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

668

Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (32)

San Angelo

September 28, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
I arrived at this Retreat late yesterday on my return from Caprarola, where I had a large mission very bless-
ed by God. But I paid the price with a strong fever that came over me shortly after I gave the papal blessing 
to the large crowd. That was a sign that I was not able to give the retreat at the convent. I am answering your 
letter that confirms the high opinion I have had for a long time of your great piety and charity. I assure you 
that I will not fail to carry out your prudent counsels by recommending our business to Cardinal Albani. Be-
cause of the vacations, nothing more can be done right now. I hope in God that in November or December 
everything will be decided. A.M.D.G.
I believed that the mission in Caprarola should have prepared me for the mission in Ferentino, but the truth 
is that it has blocked me. I am stricken with diarrhea, palpitation, and weakness of head so that without 
grave danger I cannot expose myself to a long journey, especially to give a mission this November, for the 
air will be already nasty. It will be necessary to delay my coming until spring. God knows the lively desire I 
have had to serve you there, but I cannot come contrary to the Will of God. I adore the divine dispositions, 
and I hold for certain that this situation must result in the greater service of God and the profit of those souls 
because, if Father Thomas does the mission, I hold as infallible that he will succeed with greater fruit.
In regard to the round of missions that you are asking our men to do in your diocese, as was stated from 
the outset, I do not think that can be done before the missions in Anagni and in the diocese of Veroli, which 
were already promised for some months. I rely on your charity to reflect on the smallness of the place254 
which prevents us from assigning more members, and then the starting up of this Congregation so that we 
need take from one and give to another. There they have continued to serve souls and they will not spare 
themselves. Furthermore, I think we will have to give missions in Rome, from what has been written to me; 
however, I am not now certain. I cannot because of my poor health.
So I have confidence that your piety will cooperate for the greater service of God and the advantage of 
the Congregation, and once the mission in Ferentino is over, our poor workers will fulfill their promises. 
If then you will wait until spring for the mission at Ferentino, I will not fail to be of service there, if I will 
be healthier than now, as I hope. I end at the your feet, and with profound reverence kiss the hem of your 
sacred pastoral vestments, and am,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
254. Paul refers to the Retreat at Ceccano, which was a small building.


