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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (31)253

San Angelo

August 26, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
Much more than what you mentioned to me in your letter of August 20 has taken place for the establishment 
of the Retreat at Ceccano, against which so many contests and troubles have arisen, that they have not given 
me, I will say, a moment to breathe, what with journeys and continuous letters.
You should know then that twice I was at the feet of His Holiness for that Retreat. The last time was in 
May when His Holiness told me that everything was put in charge of the special commission. He showed 
himself very affectionate towards us, etc. All this summer I have done nothing but write for this business. I 
wrote to Cardinal Gentili, on whom everything depends, several times, even often. I wrote twice a week to 
Signore Palleschi. I wrote three times to the cardinal of San Clemente and twice to Cardinal Alexander. Last 
Saturday I was at Soriano to meet with His Eminence. He persists in saying his presence is not necessary for 
the special commission. He wrote me that, and I sent the letter to Rome for Cardinal Gentili to read. Cardi-
nal Gentili promised Signore Palleschi to have the rescript quickly issued so that the case could be settled 
without the cardinal of San Clemente. But that rescript has not appeared up until now. Signore Palleschi has 
done all he can and has repeated his efforts. Oh, how much I could say about this! But I cannot, nor ought 
I, so as not to wear you out. I have more scruples about trying to do too much over the Retreat for Ceccano 
than for not doing enough. I wish I were not so distracted in this business, since I foresaw all of this. Before 
the foundation I said so in letters written to Ceccano, etc.
Things go excellently well for the Retreat of Soriano, for His Holiness took care of that. It is six years that 
we have had peaceful possession. The Retreat at Ceccano will continue to be trouble, as you personally 
know, but I am not paining myself about that in the least. I have done more than my duty in this affair. If 
you know something that would help, I will do it gladly. God knows.
The trip on foot that I took to Soriano for this business did little good for my health, and, if I go to Rome 
in October, unless there is a miracle, I will lose my life there. I speak from experience on other occasions, 
for I recovered by a miracle of God, etc. Then what is there to do? I know that it would be frustrated in ad-
vance. As I said, I had done what I could, etc. Now with this succinct report, which I am writing to satisfy 
you, otherwise I would not have written to justify myself, you can see once more there is no reason to take 
further steps, for I do not know where to go.
With regard to the mission, I hope to begin it on October 19 and end on November 2. This is all the strength 
I can use by deferring it more. On September 6 I begin the mission in Caprarola, a region of more than 4,000 
souls, since I could not be excused.
I understand that you wish Father Thomas to come after September 8 to conduct the retreat for the ordi-
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nands. If the life of the worker is dear to you, out of love for Jesus Christ, dispense him from that. If he 
comes at that time, he will certainly get sick. To satisfy my conscience I am writing him not to take on any 
work for all of October. I have experienced all this, and I was frequently taken ill and had a long convales-
cence, only after having predicted it, etc. This is not a thing to be tried again. It is a question of unhealthy 
air. I wrote him not to go until September, but he received my letters when he was already on his way. Take 
his getting sick for certain. I hope he will believe me in the future. Meanwhile, he will learn at his expense.
I think you will know of the death of Cardinal Simonetti, who was buried last Saturday. I want to hope that 
His Divine Majesty will have received him into the bosom of his mercies. Amen. I add that, if you need to 
leave, give thought to delaying the mission to another time. I would be satisfied with that, with a firm belief 
that the mission would be more fruitful with other workers, such as our Father Thomas. If you wish that 
even in your absence I should do the mission, I will gladly serve you, and the blessed God will draw his 
glory from it in accord with his Will.
When the mission at Caprarola is over, I will be once more in this Retreat, so you can send me your further 
desires. I will be able to pursue them when I return on September 27. If you write on September 24, I will 
have the letter in good time. If I am not being too bold, I ask you to set aside two rooms near the cathedral 
so that penitents can come to us freely. While being in the bishop’s palace, they would be noticed coming 
to confession. I have done this on other occasions. You may have other ways in mind, suggested by your 
prudence. I have stayed with this longer than I believed I would, so pardon me and bless me, while with 
profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, and I am,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
253. Paul summarizes with some detail all that he has done for the Retreat at Ceccano. We not only can clarify recent events, but 
we also notice the toll it takes on Paul’s health and spirit.


