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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (27)251

San Angelo

August 12, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
Blessed be God, who does not take away our prayers and his mercy from us. Oh, how much I rejoice at the 
happy results of the case of the vicar general. The Lord puts to death and raises up. I see always more the great 
protection that the blessed God and Mary Most Holy have for your venerated person, and you will experience 
that always more. This I trust through the merits of the Passion of Jesus and the Sorrows of Mary Most Holy, 
our Sovereign Lady and Mother. I am offering devout thanks for this to His Divine Majesty and for the grace 
received from Jesus Christ for this help in your old age for the greater glory of God. I confess before God, I 
do not lie, that although I prayed from my heart as much as I was able, I had nothing to do with the outcome. 
The prayers of our blessed sons, who are in truth angels in the flesh, ascended to God as an incense.
Your ingenious charity keeps you solicitous to think of everything with great pleasure to God and for your 
merit. With great edification I am hearing of the outstanding work on the church and sacristy, etc. The diffi-
culties they ran into with the scarcity of water and other things made the work of God shine more gloriously. 
The fierce persecutions, which continue and rise up even more, are making, and will make, the work shine 
forth even more.
Oh, how much! Even the Frati of Soriano are moving into the contest against the Retreat of Soriano. We 
have been in peaceful possession there for about six years. The cardinal has not entered into the affair, for 
he has lost his courage and is too sick. There are other new aspects. With regard to the special commission, 
he wrote me that it can get along without him, and he will be happy to be out of it. I sent the letter to Rome 
and Cardinal Gentili has seen it. He says he has spoken to the pope to have the three cardinals come together 
and render judgment. But so far I see no outcome. It seems to me to be mysterious.
The bitterest persecutions are the most secret ones, but here they keep producing statements. On this God 
does not grant much light as to whom he is pleased with. After fierce persecution, especially from one very 
large order that is acting with good intentions, our Congregation will make progress to the glory of God. 
Now is the time for patience, for peaceful silence, and to stay withdrawn like the apostles in prayer and 
fasting for fear of the Jews. We do this out of fear of those who are servants of God, for we are very small.
It has rained a bit here, but has not cooled down. Around the middle of October, I will, God willing, give a 
mission in Ferentino. For a little less than two months the bishop has been pressuring me, and he wants it 
from me personally. I beg the dear Jesus to continue your health, as I hope.
I, although laden down with a bit of work and continuous attention to business which exceeds my strength, 
am holding up. This is a great grace.
I ask for your holy blessing and prayers, and with profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments.
Your humble, obligated servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
251. This is the last letter we have of those Paul wrote to Bishop Oldo, who died November 3, 1749.


