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Girolama Ercolani (10)

San Angelo

August 2, 1749

J.C.P.

My Dear Girolama,
I am answering your letter, which I received last night. I thank our sweet Jesus, who gives you the grace 
to obey faithfully. Otherwise, little would result if I alone would be very angry. The important point is that 
God would punish you severely, and you would lose your precious peace of heart, which is one of your 
great treasures.
So I come back to tell you to obey and drive out the plague of these scruples. I do not wish you to confess 
them nor to write me about them. I am not saying what I want, but what God wants.
Oh, how good it is to act in this way and not be confessing these crazy ideas of yours which the devil puts 
into your head. I know that you do not will these things nor consent to them. By the mercy of God I know 
you and your conduct. Recall that when you wished to confess all these ideas which the devil put into your 
head, contrary to your will, you had not gotten them off your mind for two days. Then they were again in 
your head. Woe to you if you had not obeyed. You would have wrecked your brain and there was real dan-
ger; you know you were even ill. After you obeyed, you were in peace and health. Have you ever known 
such peace? What kind of sign is that? It is a sign that God is pleased with your holy obedience.
Signora Girolama, be at peace. God loves you. Follow your practices in accord with your state, use ejacula-
tory prayers frequently, devotion to the Passion of Jesus Christ, vigilance over your daughters so that they 
become holy, stay with your peace, and be obedient in the name of the Lord.
I am sorry that our doctor is in poor health. I trust in God he will be better and able to continue his practice. 
Greet him much for me and tell him to make the sign of the cross on his forehead and chest with oil from the 
tabernacle lamp with lively faith. It may be that in September I will come to your region to give a mission, 
that is, in Caprarola, but I am not yet sure. Jesus bless you and make you holy. Amen.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


