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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (58)

San Angelo

July 30, 1749

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I am answering your welcome letter on the problem of the novice. I have only this to say: If there is any 
beginning of infections, the Retreat is gone, for they will all be poisoned. All diligence is always too little, 
I will say that, for such a sickness. It is necessary at the end of the summer, if it can be done, to scrape that 
cell where he lived. It is not enough to whitewash it, but scape it and plaster it over and turn the bricks so 
what was underneath is now on top. When he is dead, burn his habit and bed. As for the room in which he 
is living, let those who serve use great precautions and not go in there in the morning except with burning 
incense and a candle in hand, vinegar, etc. Open the doors and windows. The great danger is for the one who 
serves him and visits him to be cautious in not breathing in the evil and salty exhalations, a difficult thing, 
which come from all the pores of the patient. But when a tightness of the chest is discovered, it is necessary 
to keep it quiet. The scabies show that he is not meant for us, nor, it seems to me, for the diocese. But now 
it is done, and may the Will of God be done.
I rejoice in the vestitions of the candidates and greet them, along with the others. May they become holy.
The tuna has not shown up, nor will it do so, for Signore Petri has only been able to send it to Soriano. I am 
happy over that, for they are fifteen over there. Here we can hardly make soup, and everything is dry. But 
God is providing and helping. I am writing to Signore Petri that he send it to your Retreat so it may benefit 
the religious of your Retreat. At least the fish will not go bad. Signore Petri has found a way to send things 
to Soriano, but finds only difficulty in sending tuna here. If they had sent it at the right time, it would have 
been free of the port tax. Now we are out of time for it to be sent. He is not going to send any more because 
to send it wastes the port tax and before the fish gets here it becomes warm and spoiled. So, you may rejoice.
Will you perform the charity to send what is preserved at the right time, that is, the salted fish and the fish 
eggs, which Signore Thomas has given me as a present. I celebrated the Masses for him. We will be grate-
ful for them, but now is not the time. Let them keep them in the Retreat in order to preserve them in brine.
I think the cardinals will come together in a short while to decide about our three Retreats. Yesterday, I 
wrote at length for the ordinations. There is need to pray much, especially to Mary Most Holy, Saint Mi-
chael the Archangel, etc., that they intercede, for our adversaries are many. Otherwise, woes. Thanks be to 
God.
I rejoice that you have water and vegetables. Blessed be God. Greet the professed and novices for me; from 
here everyone greets them. They are true servants of God, etc. Take care of yourself and get well. I am hap-
py with Confrater Peter, etc. I do not doubt that you have made the ordinary preparations for the ordination 
of the two clerics. Therefore, I am not repeating the directive that Confrater Peter and the other assist them 
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to observe their abilities. I expect much of Confrater John, but you must examine him. I want to hope that 
he will do well, but you are on the spot and you can judge better than I. I defer to you. I embrace you in the 
pure Heart of Jesus and am always more,
I add that last night’s letters were not few. I have answered them for the persecutions are increasing. Even 
the Frati of Soriano have come into the contest in due form in order to tear the Retreat down to the ground. 
I have written the cardinal with good ink that I accepted the Retreat in order to obey him, and much more. 
I suggested that it is necessary for the establishment, but I doubt whether I accomplished anything. I am, I 
want to hope, in the hands of the Divine Mercy, but am being scourged fiercely by the ministers of his jus-
tice and much more because of my sins. I have hope in God that it will soon be over, and I will stop causing 
others to suffer.
N.B. Let them have the charity to pray, and let the Retreats that are founded through the fatigues of others 
rejoice in the Lord. I don’t take joy that others have suffered in founding Retreats, but I do not ask that for 
myself. I ask prayers and suffrages for my poor soul and for the Congregation.
In your letters do not make long introductions, for I have not a little to write nor little to read. I take care of 
a little less than thirty letters a week.
Do not be concerned about the tuna nor be pained over that. I am glad the way things are going. Do not send 
it to me, for it will be warm. Let others enjoy it before it turns bad.
Father Philip and his companion are stable, and in November they will be there.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


