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Ildephonse of Saint Charles249

San Angelo

July 29, 1749

Your Reverence,
I am obliged to offer special thanks to you in Christ for the charitable services given in favor of the holy 
Retreat of Soriano. “Your reward will be very great” and will always enrich your pious spirit with merits.
Now, Reverend Father, prostrate at your feet, I ask you not to lose sight of the very important affair of the 
ordination of those I was asking for. Since Providence has so disposed that His Holiness has issued the re-
script directed to Cardinal Gentili in answer to his petition, in order to speak about it, it would be convenient 
to ask once more of that prelate, whose name I do not remember, to take up his task with the cardinal, since 
he must soon meet with the other two cardinals to dispatch the business of the three Retreats of Ceccano, 
Terracina, and Paliano so that they may also issue the favor of granting necessary ordinations. All the more 
so since, when I was at the feet of His Holiness, he told me with great kindness that he had put the whole 
affair into the hands of this special commission, seeing that he was in complete agreement with that com-
mission in everything. I assure you that His Holiness is much inclined toward us. If Cardinal Gentili says 
the word, the favor will be granted immediately.
So, beloved Father, out of love for Jesus, do what you can with this prelate, so respected by Cardinal Genti-
li, and I will expect a happy result. It may happen that I will also write His Eminence, but I am waiting until 
I receive your venerated commands and counsel.
I left the petition250 with Your Paternity, and in it there is the rescript for Cardinal Gentili. I think the re-
script is in your possession or that of the cardinal. In any case, another one may be issued, and I will wait 
to receive your charitable information.
I am writing to Abbe Fresia, a worthy priest and true servant of God, who has done much for us, so that 
he may find out from you the day the three cardinals will come together. Then Cardinal Gentili may be in-
formed by the noted prelate some days in advance so that there may be a happy outcome.
Out of love for God, pardon this trouble. God has always used his dear friends to cooperate in great works 
for the Congregation. For the three Retreats soon to be founded, where the Lord will be glorified and souls 
helped, how can this be done if I do not have a sufficiency of priests? Thanks to God, I have excellent can-
didates, faithful, able in learning and piety, and I would be able to have them ordained quickly.
Dear Father, help me and may Jesus be propitious to you in life and in death, and crown you with glory in 
eternity. Bless me and continue your fervent prayers and strong protection, and from a true heart I am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
 
___________________________________________________________________
249. Ildephonse belonged to the Pious Schools Society in Rome and was the director of the Propagation of the Faith

250. The petition is for ordinations.


