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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (29)

San Angelo

July 26, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
I received news from Father Rector of the Retreat of Our Lady of the Oak that the always grand goodness 
of Your Excellency has honored that shrine with your venerable presence. I do not know how to express the 
gratitude I feel toward you. If I felt a bit stronger, I would come at once to Viterbo to speak with you and 
to strengthen my respectful servitude. But if God permits you to remain in Viterbo, once the great heat has 
lessened a bit, I will not omit paying my debt. Meanwhile, I rejoice in your return from the baths of Lucca, 
which I trust have been helpful to your precious health.
The business of Ceccano is just where it was from the first, especially due to the absence of the cardinal of 
San Clemente, to whom I have written to ask that he have another cardinal chosen in his place so that the 
case can be decided sooner. He deigned to reply to my letter very cordially, saying he did not think it neces-
sary to select someone else, for he was certain that the three cardinals could handle the case by themselves, 
etc. Since he would be satisfied with that, how much more so would I. As that letter was public, I thought 
it well to send it to Signore Palleschi so that he could share it with Cardinal Gentili and the other cardinal. 
Let us take hope and, meanwhile, wait with patience and resignation. May God be blessed forever. Amen.
Around next October 25, if I am healthy, as I hope to be, I will be at your feet to open the mission in Fer-
entino. I cannot defer it any longer since I have other obligations for the service of God to clear up after the 
mission. With profound reverence, I end by kissing your holy pastoral vestments, and I ask you more and 
more to continue the charity of your holy prayers for me as well as your strong protection, and, asking your 
blessing, I am,
Your humble, devoted, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


