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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (57)242

San Angelo

July 17, 1749

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Monday night of this week, along with twenty and more letters that came to me from the post — and most 
of the time it is that way, even twice a week — I had the consolation to receive your welcome letter. I re-
joiced over it on several points. I confess that as soon as I had written my last letter, in which the dimissorial 
papers were included, I felt badly. I know that I am always more blind and do not have the ability to act as 
rector. I know who is in charge over there, so why do I want to give unnecessary advice? This is my highly 
polished pride. May God have mercy.
Everyone wants to stay in his own corner. I advised another rector of certain small details that seemed nec-
essary to me. He replied with a very humble letter, so I judged it, but gave me his resignation from office 
since he was no good, etc. Oh, great God! even though when I write, I try to be careful, and always in truth 
I have put everything with prudence, charity, etc., but I give them my advice, etc., as is my duty, and they 
immediately come at my face in their humble ways, etc., that I change them, etc. What would ever happen 
if I acted with authority?
God will provide another rector in his time. Meanwhile, in another three years, if I finish them, and I doubt 
that, I will have myself cut up into pieces rather than accept any office in the Congregation. I want to remain 
a subject, for I do not know how to govern the members we have. Thanks be to God. Then the rectors of the 
Retreats would not have to be fighting with me, where there is nothing but imprudence and harsh manners. 
Oh, how happy I am when the rectors tell me they no longer want that office, that I take them out of it, that 
I put them in another Retreat, etc. I console myself with their spirit of perfection and say within myself: 
“God has no need of us, but God permits this to beat down my pride.”
For the rest then, dear Father Rector, I esteem you to the soles of your sandals and have a growing regard 
for you. God knows I do not lie. Whence, it never happened that you were wanting in satisfying me in your 
person, or otherwise, or with your letters or notes. A single syllable from you means more to me than a 
public proclamation. I say this before God and do not lie. I am in always greater admiration of your charity, 
cordiality and patience in putting up with my shortcomings. Everything is going well. I have never disap-
proved of your way of operating, and I approve them more and more. So go ahead and have the lime made, 
the walls, etc., and everything whatsoever, whether concerned with the construction or whatever.
I am giving you all my authority so that you never have to ask for more. I am confirming that authority 
without ever recalling it. Meanwhile, experience has made me feel most secure.
I rejoice that all are fervent and happy, and, if at times they remember to mention me before God in their 
holy prayers, since I find myself in extreme need, I will be grateful for that charity in life and in death if I 
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save my soul.
You need not reply to this letter since writing so long tires you. I rejoice that you are in the interior desert, 
even in the midst of so many tasks, which do not impede interior solitude, but even help it.
It will be enough if you let me know that you have received the dimissorials. With regard to governing the 
Retreat, you would disappoint me if you did not give me an account.
Regarding Toscanella, I also know … nor will I consent that ours go, etc., if God does not give, etc., while 
God knows I am most peaceful and will await the time of Visitation to obey the Rules.243 It is enough that 
you give me at times an account of the health and observance of your pious community, simply that I may 
have reason to thank God and humble my proud head. Mainly, I will rejoice to know how your health is 
going, for that weighs on me.
Signore Bausani244 has given me a commission for three hundred Masses. Since I had written him that 
I did not want to hurt your Retreat, he told me that there was no need over there at present, so the syndic 
told him. Every week I receive twenty, twenty-four, even thirty letters, which I answer myself. So Signore 
Traversi245 will understand if I do not reply. It seems enough that you take care of that so as not to multiply 
my work.
Then have the goodness to tell Signore Joseph that his letter was welcomed, and that I rejoice that he is in 
the Retreat, and that he should not go back. He should forget his father’s house and his family and stay in 
this holy land of true promise, where the Mercy of God has brought him, and let him persevere with fidelity. 
Otherwise, woe!
Moreover, there is no need to read his soul. It would be temerity to ask that I reveal the state of his con-
science, seeing that I do not have such lights. It would be highest pride to seek for such. It is better that he 
simply reveal himself to you with all sincerity, fidelity, clarity, humility and simplicity of a child. You are 
his spiritual master and hold the place of Christ. You are the one to whom the goodness of God has confided 
him so that you may guide him on the way to sanctity, for if he obeys he will become holy.
The writing he wants from me are the holy Rules. These are his mirror. Let him look at the virtues of the 
fervent novices, his companions. Let him humble himself and consider himself a crow among so many 
angels in the flesh, but with a peaceful spirit. Above all, I recommend to him openness in his conferences; 
otherwise, he will not persevere. I embrace him in Christ and will pray always. Read this paragraph to him.
Tell Father Anthony246 that I am most grateful to him for the charity to me, and that, for the glory of God, 
he will benefit from the person he refers to. I greet him and desire he be holy, as I hope he is. Let this be my 
reply, for I have so many letters. Let them have mercy on me and attribute it not to laziness but to works.
Pardon me if I am too lengthy. Next time I will be brief. What I had to say to Brother Joseph, I said for his 
benefit so that he maintains his health.
For the rest, take your own action since you know his conduct and I do not. If God wishes, I will find out 
how the others are doing when I come there. Let them pray much for the needs of my poor soul and the 
Congregation in the midst of storms and cyclones, which still do not cease. God be blessed.
The students are asking for the recipe for making ink.247
I greet everyone. Let them become saints for God wills that, and they have the opportunity and the grace of 
the Highest Good. The two priests from Cellere say they have not found horses. I have not answered them. 
Go ahead with the vestition. Greet the new soldiers of Christ for me, especially the priest from Piombino, 
Canon Viti, and Giannotti.248 Oh, how much I rejoice in such a holy decision! Let my dear Raymond stay 



WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

within as a child on the bosom of Jesus, and the others as well. To Father Clement my cordial greetings. You 
take care of yourself out of love for Mary Most Holy. I embrace you always more in Christ,
Your true servant,
Paul of the †
 

___________________________________________________________________
242. In the earlier letter of July 4, Paul had gone into small details. In this letter he is writing in reaction to Fulgentius’ reply of 
“hurt.” Paul also felt the hurt, as he mentions that he himself wrote out of his “highly polished pride.”

243. It is not known what this refers to.

244. The prior of the cathedral of Orbetello.

245. Joseph Traversi of the Heart of Jesus, from Pereta, was dismissed in 1756.

246. This must be Father Anthony Tomasini of Calvary because the Novitiate Registry, 1, f. 22, 23, 25, for 1749 has one such 
name; he also called himself Joseph Anthony of Calvary.

247. The students in the Retreat of San Angelo.

248. The priest from Piombino is Father Alfonso Forti, vested the July 25, 1749, but left because of poor health during his no-
vitiate; Raymond Viti of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary, dismissed in 1760; Pasquale Giannotti of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary, 
dismissed in 1753. The novitiate registry states Vito is not a priest, even though here Paul refers to him as “Canon.”


