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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (26)241

San Angelo

July 15, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
Two or three mailings ago I wrote to you in Terracina. Now I find myself consoled, as I desired one of your 
venerated letters. I thank His Divine Majesty that he preserves your good health, and I always will pray so 
very much to the Lord, along with all this religious community and the whole Congregation. Oh! how much 
I rejoice that your vicar is having a good beginning in his work, and I hope in God that he will have a good 
ending to God’s greater glory, and for that also I am making incessant prayers. I felt some relief in my small 
afflictions because of the news you gave me of the Retreat there, in which I am always more aware how 
much God will be glorified and souls sanctified through the merits of the Passion of Jesus Christ.
The Mercy of God permits me a great and continual exercise of resignation to his most Holy Will — how-
ever, I do it so badly — in the prolongation of the decisions for the three Retreats, especially the one there. 
The absence of the cardinal of San Clemente, who is now in Soriano, will prolong the affair a lot, so Signore 
Palleschi writes me. Cardinal Gentili has acted like a father, but what can he do in the present circumstanc-
es? This morning I wrote to the cardinal in Soriano, and God knows how much I asked him to write a note to 
Cardinal Gentili that he would have another cardinal elected in his place so that this business can be ended, 
citing the great loss that comes from the delay, especially for the poor religious in Ceccano.
Now, I am writing to Cardinal Alexander Albani so that he will write to the cardinal of San Clemente to 
get the favor of the note to Cardinal Gentili, etc. We will see what the outcome will be. When the present 
storms have subsided, I will try, when I have a little respite, to get together a petition of the foundations of 
our Retreats. If one wished to relate all the major happenings that have taken place up until now, most of 
which are very secret, it would take a large book. When that account is finished, I will take care that one of 
our religious, a true servant of God and very learned, put it in good order. But to do this many months of 
holy leisure are needed, and for me this seems very difficult.
I had more than twenty letters last night. Every week it is the same, even twice a week. By a special grace 
I am able to take care of everything, for all the writing is mine.
If it is not too bold of me, I would ask you to have more concern for yourself and to recoup your strength 
a bit more than you are doing. I believe that it would be pleasing to God for you to conserve your precious 
health. I hope that in the mercy of God, he will preserve you for us some years more. I ask your holy bless-
ing and holy prayers, and with profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments and am,
Your humble, obligated servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
241. By July matters are slowing down. Paul mentions in this letter that he wants to collect all the documents concerning the 
foundations of all the Retreats. Notice how many letters he is writing each week. Later, Paul will mention that he is writing thirty 
letters a week.


