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Dominic Anthony Ercolani (4)

San Angelo

June 28, 1749

J.M.J.

Dear Doctor,
I have wanted to write to you two mailings ago, but because of the multitude of letters of importance, I did 
not have the chance to do everything.
I am now acknowledging your esteemed letter, received last night, and I reverently tell you that I believed 
that our Father Thomas Mary has stopped by there. Now I have his letter from Rome in which he tells me 
that he found it better to travel by river at night on the eleventh. He left then and had a bad night on the 
voyage, that is, with inconvenience and pain. On the following morning he arrived early in Rome. In truth 
it pained me that you could not have been comforted. On the other hand, we need to be compassionate with 
your poor Father. He was much pained from the fatigues he suffered, and for that reason he took the trip by 
water since he had that chance.
I already had news of the happening at Civitavecchia. On one of our missions in Umbria many years ago, 
a not inferior prodigy took place, namely, a crucifix sweated abundantly. An examination was undertaken 
by Rome, and now it is held in great veneration since God worked a miracle, etc. — so I have been told.
It is certain that there are so many evils abroad in the world that one fears some notable punishment. Let us 
try to placate the divine anger with penitence, etc. I, thanks be to God, am moderately well, even better than 
usual. However, I have not had the chance to accomplish my purging because of my many duties. Thanks 
be to God.
My beloved Dominic, “Trust in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Hope in God and he will give you 
the desires of your heart.” I beg you convey my devout greetings to your wife and to all your pious house-
hold, whom I see in the loving Heart of Jesus with my poor prayers, and I ask for you the most copious 
blessings of heaven. With profound respect I affirm that I am from a true heart,
Your obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


