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Maria Cherubina Bresciani (34)233

San Angelo

June 18, 1749

May the holy Passion of Jesus Christ
be in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
In this ordinary post I received your letter, in which I see the mercies that our good God imparts to your 
spirit. I bless and thank His Divine Majesty in seeing that you have ended your term as abbess happily. 
Now is the time to remain hidden and alone, sitting at the holy feet of your Divine Spouse. The charge of 
the sacristy will not hinder but rather inflame you in the love of God. Only see to it that you handle with 
great attention and devotion the sacred utensils for Holy Mass and other ceremonies. That will cause great 
affections of love. Read about the mystical signification of the sacred utensils and you will see.
I hope you already know, but I will explain briefly. The amice is that heavy rag with which the holy face 
of Jesus Christ was covered — that beautiful, divine face on which the angels desire to gaze, for it is the 
joy and the happiness of that beautiful city of God; the alb signifies the heavy, filthy white sack with which 
he was clothed in the house of Herod; the cincture signifies the ropes and chains with which the gentle Je-
sus was bound; the maniple signifies the fetters of irons and other bindings on the divine hands; the stole 
signifies the cross and also the ropes and chain around his purest neck; the chasuble signifies the purple 
garment that they put on him after the scourging, and also signifies the great weight of the cross he carried 
to Calvary.
You can make beautiful reflections when you handle the corporal and purificator on the swaddling clothes 
with which Mary wrapped the purest Body of the Infant Jesus.
Love will teach you much. But I would have you put into practice what I have told you so many times, 
although I write but rarely. That is, I would have you accustom yourself to that holy internal solitude, rich 
with every good.
So, once you have aroused your devotion with some holy reflections and sweet colloquies and especially a 
true annihilation, that is, profound humility of heart, try to keep yourself alone in a pure spirit of faith and 
love in the interior temple of your soul. Rest like a child there on the bosom of the heavenly Father, adoring 
in spirit and truth. If love makes you remain in this sacred silence, all immersed and lost in God in the depth 
of your soul, stay that way. Believe me, God wants you holy. I know that, but — and take note of the “but” 
— but, I say, it is necessary to be faithful, a friend of solitude, internal and external, distrustful of self, poor 
in spirit, a lover of self-abasement, of mortification, of internal and external silence, remaining as much as 
you can all immersed in God in a holy interior solitude. God will teach you what I am saying.
Although that “locution” you had from Signore Thomas Fossi, my son in Christ, is good, nonetheless, keep 
yourself from searching into such things, for thus one exposes oneself to being deceived. It is true that it has 
brought wonderful effects and is a clear sign that it is of God, but that is not important. I do not wish you to 
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seek after such things, for there is great danger. In this way you will be more pleasing to God. Now enough! 
At this time it is not important.
The affairs of our Congregation are always ravaged by the persecutions of the devil and the world, for it 
seems as though all the world is against us. We expect a decision soon for three of our Retreats: Ceccano, 
Terracina, and Pagliano. But other parts are in storms. God will help us. Let us pray much about this to the 
Blessed God. Who knows when God will want the foundation for holy virgins? I consider that with peace, 
but I do not think it will come in my time. However, I do not know that. This is a work that needs to be part 
of our prayer.
I do not remember receiving the signs, but that is not important, and I thank you in Christ.
I rejoice that you had part in the veneration of that cross. God be blessed. Oh, how good God is.
Raise the three disciples you have in the convent with you in true sanctity, but take them along little by little. 
Accustom them to mental prayer, for that obtains everything. I will not forget to pray for the religious, and 
tell them I greet them in Jesus Christ.
Pray much for me, for I am in great need. Jesus bless you and make you holy. Amen.
That good priest has come to the novitiate on the Mount, and I expect great good for him.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
233. In this beautiful letter of direction, Tauler’s influence is noticeable. Note the references to the foundation of a convent of 
Passionist nuns.


