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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (25)

San Angelo

June 7, 1749

J.C.P.

I thank God that the city of Terracina has sent its petition to the commission of four cardinals. Signore 
Palleschi writes me from Rome that despite all the efforts he has made, he has not succeeded in investigat-
ing it. I hope in the Mercy of God that he will have received notice that he can go to work, while for the 
Retreat at Ceccano, the same one tells me that a letter has been sent to the bishop for information.
With my highest edification I see that you are expanding your heart of charity ever more with additional 
donations for the new Retreat so that it may be completed to the greater glory of God. May the good Jesus 
repay you with the treasure of heaven and the crown of eternal glory. Oh, the great strength of holy charity. 
Blessed be God.
With regard to what you wanted to know about ordinations, I can tell you that for three years, that is, a short 
time after issuance of the brief for the approval of the Rules, I obtained the favor to have sixteen candidates 
ordained under the title of common table. I had asked for “poverty,” but because our vows are simple, it was 
conceded as above, citing the fact that the Congregation was too recently born, etc. Then I asked for the fa-
vor of a goodly number because the Congregation was growing in members so that we did not know where 
to put them. Also, there were many fine ones vested, and in addition more than a few seeking entrance from 
different areas. That favor was not granted, for everything was referred to that special commission. I hope 
in God to obtain it, and I have confidence in God that we will obtain more than the outlook of the prudent 
of this world can believe.
I have had many prayers offered that His Divine Majesty would comfort you in the affair of your vicar. I 
hope that His Divine Majesty will provide. “Because you were accepted by God, it is necessary that temp-
tation prove you.”
Father Thomas will leave for Orte around June 11, and I expect he will be in Ceccano around June 20 or 24, 
seeing he must spend six or seven days in Rome. The devil is seeking to discredit the work of God as much 
as he can with persecutions, whisperings, and chilling reports. He spreads the report around that Father 
Thomas and seventeen additional religious have left the Congregation. I do not know where such night-
mares come from. I replied to a friend who notified me of these weeds that in place of religious leaving, we 
have a new increase of ten and more, in addition to those who are asking in. In order to make room in the 
novitiate, I have been forced to increase the number in this Retreat to twenty, despite the fact it is still under 
construction. But there is one good wing. I end at your feet and ask you to continue your prayers for me, 
and with profound reverence I implore your holy pastoral blessing and am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


