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Girolama Ercolani (9)

San Angelo

May 31, 1749

J.C.P.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I received your letter and am replying briefly because of my duties. Father Thomas will pass by there and 
stay for supper and the rest of the day. The following morning he will leave for Rome since he is not able 
to linger longer because of a business in the service of God. In this event the doctor will have the chance to 
be of service to Father Thomas, as he wishes, since he will have seven or eight hours. At eleven or twelve 
he will be in Civita.
The heat is coming on and the trip is long. Father Thomas will spend some days on important affairs; hence 
he will not be able to linger there beyond the day he arrives, and that is sufficient enough. If you wish to 
make your confession to him, you can do so. But if you go repeating confessions and scruples, I do not 
know how many months or years will go by until you are peaceful. If you persevere as you have started, 
you will have great peace.
I say again what I have said and written many times. Your vow has been fulfilled with all fidelity, and on 
my conscience you are to have no more scruples. You are not to think about it again. Your vow was for a 
year, and you have worn the habit for thirteen months. What more do you want? I rejoice that all are in good 
health, and I pray God to continue that for you.
I ask you to give my cordial greetings to the doctor and all your household, whom I look at in the Wounds 
of Jesus. I pray for you ever more copious blessings and am,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


