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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (54)

San Angelo

May 23, 1749

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I learn from your letter of May 14 that Signore Porrini has arrived without the money for his vestition be-
cause of an accident he ran into. This will have to be made up. But Signore Del Bono believed that he had 
certainly brought it; that is what was told me in Rome. But if he does not have it, have it brought; otherwise, 
etc.
You know how we are. It belongs to you, and you have all the authority, etc. That they are spending a great 
deal of money there, as you say, I believe it. We agreed to do little and to let Master Angelo go. Then you 
wrote me that Signore Viti211 was raising money for the agreed construction, and I replied to you that they 
could go ahead with the proposed construction,212 if they could, with the provision being made. But if not, 
then it is not right to tempt God, and it would be necessary to let everything go.
Now I can do nothing; I am not there. It is up to you to make your own decisions. So call off the work if 
resources are lacking and let Signore Del Bono know the need and the great expenses, and that two have 
need of their vestition expenses, otherwise, etc. If you had the ability, you would do it in charity, but let 
them know that you cannot purchase the cloth at such great expense, etc.
For the vestition of the Piedmontese, I do not have the smallest bit of money. I bought ten canes of cloth, 
which cost twenty and a half scudi, the crucifixes, and the rosaries, and little is left in Signore Fresia’s pos-
session, as you will be able to learn from him.
I see that your community numbers twenty-five, but that includes the tertiary, who is a useless expense. 
Here, there is nothing more to be done. I am arranging for five ticks and blankets. It is taking a great effort, 
for the lay brothers are not very well. So I am assigning five here under obedience: Confraters Charles, Jo-
seph of Ronciglione, Thomas, Joseph Vigna, and another professed who, I think, is from Ceccano.213 But if 
it is a different cleric in this profession, send him and leave the cleric from Ceccano in with the professed. 
Otherwise, patience! Here there will be a community of more than twenty, there scarcely twenty-one or 
twenty-two, for according to my information none are coming except one from Piombino, and he may not 
come. I have left the one from Rio up to your judgment, and so for all the rest.
What bothers me is that they are engaged in the expenses of building without a cent.214 I was satisfied after 
you wrote that Signore Viti was taking care of the expenses. But when you saw the contrary, you should 
have stopped. You can get on with it now and repair the communal sites, so you can accommodate the elders 
a bit as we wait, and I know that I laid out the area and ordered that the drains should be cleaned at the rainy 
season. I thought this would be done by Signore Sancez and Signore Petri, who could provide the water by 
themselves, and we would not have to expend so much money, as you tell me. What is to be done for cloth? 
Loans are not to be sought. But you will have acted with lights from God and with great trust, something 
that I do not have, so I cannot disapprove what you have done.
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Here they will do some small construction at the beginning of June. If the masons do not come, I will send 
Caesar215 with the donkeys. But if they come, they cannot be sent. You will have to arrange as best you can. 
So, if the masons do not get here, you will see Caesar there with the donkeys on Trinity Sunday216 in the 
evening, and they will be able to leave Tuesday morning early.
At this juncture, Father Rector came in after I had written the above paragraph and tells me that the masons 
will certainly be here on Wednesday after the feast. So Caesar will not be able to come there because they 
need him to carry the lime, water, etc. So do your best. If you want to wait and have them come with you, 
do so. Otherwise, have them taken as far as Chiarone with two calashes, and have Brother Francis, with 
their habits and provisions on the donkeys, sleep at Baccano.217

For the baths you could take Confrater Bonaventure218 as your companion. Because of his acidic condition, 
perhaps he would benefit with the baths and blood-letting. If you find yourself in Viterbo, we will send a 
horse with Caesar. I am speaking to you and leave the decision to you. I think the baths will be late this year 
because of the wet and the cold.
So far we cannot go ahead with ordinations, but I always hope. I have eight titles at hand.219 Since it is not 
easy to obtain dimissorials from Lucca, I am thinking of beginning with the ordination of the following, 
since soon I will have the dimissorials in order to provide for the Retreats, at least the greater needs.
Confrater Silvester, diocese of Asti; Confrater Constance, Acqui; Confrater John Pietri; and one whose 
name I lack, diocese of Asti;220 I call him “the Apostle.” Send me notice of him when I let you know.
Confrater John221 at your Retreat has his dimissorials, and they should succeed in having him ordained; on 
the other hand, this situation makes me a bit fearful. I would not want him ordained unless you can give 
me moral certainty of his stability, observance, and piety. So send me by the first post the names, family 
names, country, and dioceses of the above named, along with their religious names, their age and so forth, 
and let me know if they have all their testimonials, etc., complete. Above all, give me the age of each one 
of the above.
With regard to having these ordained, I believe they are of proper age, more or less, since God will provide 
for the rest. I think that Father Anthony will have finished his mission by now, and I recommend him more 
and more to your charity so that he may walk strongly and gently.
Right now is not the time to proceed with the Byzantine Island, for it is necessary first to light a fire. I hope 
that when the weather cools, we will proceed. I have confidence that God will grant it for certain.
I do not recall anything else. Here, everything is ready for the five clerics. Send them when you wish. Let 
them travel by way of Corneto. They can go to the home of Signore Dominic Costantini — send a note with 
them. That is the best way and the shortest way. They will be accompanied with donkeys and a guide. Your 
donkeys can be sent back with Brother Francis. Remind him to bring refreshments of bread and wine for 
the road from Corneto.
Pray much for me, for my needs are many, and Jesus bless you and make you holy. Amen. Take care of 
yourself. I embrace you in the Lord and am,
Have prayers offered for Father Master, who for more than a month has not held classes because of a minor 
illness, but he considers it serious. He has little courage, but he is a true servant of God. There is need to 
pray! Now he is better and will hold classes.
Here, the clerics will be located in the new dormitory, which is just enough. It will leave one room free for 
you on your journey. The lay brothers are moderately well taken care of. In the sleeping quarters there are 
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twelve clerics and two priests.
Send me the names, family names, religious names, country, diocese, and age of the candidates. I and Fa-
ther Rector are still in our poor prison cells.222

Your…

___________________________________________________________________
211. Viti must be Father Raymond Viti of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary, vested March 27, 1749. In 1760 he transferred to the 
Cistercians. He made a large donation when he entered (Bartoli, p. 50).
212. The construction refers to the toilets.
213. The professed named by Paul are: Charles Joseph Marchiandi of San Gertrude, Joseph Cerrini of the Infant Jesus (1723-
1753), Thomas Renzi of the Agony of Jesus, dismissed 1762, Joseph Vigna of Saint Mary (1727-1803); the cleric from Ceccano 
is Joseph Anthony Tiberia of the Holy Name of Mary (1727-1755).
214. Literally “without a crust”or lacking the necessary means.
215. Caesar was a house servant at the Retreat of San Angelo.
216. In 1749, the Feast of the Holy Trinity fell on June 1.
217. Chiarone is the river that divides the Papal States from the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, whence the religious would proceed to 
Mount Argentario. “Baccano” is the name of an inn. Brother Francis is Brother Francis of Saint Ann (1722-1777).
218. Bonaventure Magnasco of the Assumption was professed in 1744. Sickness forced him to interrupt his studies. He was 
ordained a priest in 1766.
219. “Title” refers to the power to have eight clerics ordained to priesthood under the title of common table. A further require-
ment was the testimonial letters from the bishop of the birthplace of the cleric. The bishops raised difficulties about giving the 
testimonials, since, if the ordinand left the Congregation, the bishop was obliged to accept him in his diocese.
220. Constance Bartolotti of Saint Gabriel Archangel, dismissed in 1754; Ignatius Coccumelli of the Holy Name of Jesus, dis-
missed in 1759; Joseph Maria Cerrini of the Infant Jesus (1723-1753); Joseph Vigna of Saint Mary (1727-1803); John Peter Vico 
of Saint John (1726-1773).
221. Probably John Gelli of Saint Aloysius, dismissed in 1754.
222. There were two small cells in the ancient hermitage. Paul and his brother, John Baptist, rector of the community, always 
lived there. The “poor prison cells” can be seen today.


