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Reverend Prior: Syndic for Our Lady of the Oak

Toscanella

May 19, 1749

Leaving early tomorrow

for San Angelo.

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts. Amen.

Reverend Prior,
I am answering in the holy Side of Jesus and the purest Heart of Mary Most Holy to the great charity you 
have deigned to do this poor Retreat of Mary Most Holy by accepting the sweet burden of worthy syndic 
of this Retreat. How satisfying this is to His Divine Majesty and to that sovereign Lady and Mother, Mary 
Most Holy, cannot be easily put in our words nor comprehended by our minds.
I know this office will bring beautiful occasions, which you are eager for, to exercise the noblest virtues, es-
pecially that of charity, the queen of all. I also know there will not be lacking difficulties and tasks, however, 
not too often, “but your reward is very great.” Mary Most Holy will protect you in life and in death, and will 
obtain from her blessed Divine Son that you will sing after death the divine mercies in a blessed eternity.
I pass over mentioning the gratitude that this entire, poor Congregation of the Most Holy Passion of Jesus 
Christ will preserve in all its prayers, Masses, and other exercises of piety, which are practiced in it for the 
spiritual needs of our poor neighbors. So, my beloved Reverend Prior, begin your holy work by making out 
the declaration needed with Signore Consalvi Santese. Receive the money in deposit, and sacrifice to the 
Blessed God and Mary Most Holy the contradictions of spirit that can occur. I have done that with God’s 
help.
Signore Consalvi has fallen into scruples, I will say, that in order to hand over the money, it is necessary 
to detail the expenses and receipts from the person in charge, and that in order to obey the decree of the 
Sacred Congregation. I know this is not necessary, but what does it matter? It is necessary to be patient. The 
necessity is great; that list is to be made in truth, etc. You will hear more from Signore Ranucci. These are 
important doings and, if His Divine Majesty enriches you with many tasks, inconveniences, and sufferings, 
it is so that you may be richer in merit. I beg your kindly pardon if I am being too wordy, and I ask the char-
ity of your devout prayers and holy sacrifices. With full esteem, veneration, and respect I kiss your sacred 
hands, and with profound respect affirm I am from a true heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


