
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

636

Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (53)

San Angelo

May 14, 1749

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I arrived at the holy Retreat on Friday, May 9, after passing through Soriano. I received your letter, forward-
ed to me from Rome, along with the second, in this post. May God reward your charity for the good news 
you have to give me. I am happy that the two young men have come from Garessio.202 I was worried about 
them because of the corsairs.203 Thanks be to God. I am still hoping that our Confrater Dominic will arrive 
safely. Before I forget, I am telling you that you well know you have been given every authority both to 
receive and clothe as well as to profess. I am now confirming that for you once more. God knows how much 
I sleep, I will say that, depending upon you, and how much I rely on your charity, attention, and prudence. 
“All these things are not yours, but God’s.” So when that cleric from Rio comes and is of devout quality 
with all the requisites, receive him. I say the same for the young man from Perugino, the nephew of Canon 
Raymond,204 and of the rest.
Take care to cut back the self-will of Del Bono205 and do not allow him to go beyond what is prescribed by 
the Rules. Then it will be seen whether these are true impulses from the Holy Spirit that draw him to greater 
acts of penance. Then you can grant them as His Divine Majesty will inspire you. But for the present, no — 
for it may be a sign of a deceit by the devil so that some secret self-esteem may enter by being special or to 
deprive him of health and have him return to the infected air of the world.
Insist much on this and have him understand the truth of what is said here. Let him make much of virtue, 
of self-knowledge, of blind obedience, openness of conscience, and in that way he will become holy. But 
cut off all extra penances except what the Rule asks. He is to do as all the novices, and so they will walk 
safely. When they are made stable with profession, then examine their interior urges and make a devout 
balance. I wish that one from Piombino would come, but I doubt it. You have not given me any notice about 
that Genovese, a sign that he has not come. At least I’ve heard nothing yet. “I know whom I have chosen.”
With regard to sending the novices who are close to profession, I would like to know from you the total 
number of novices who are there; therefore, the size of the entire family. I will take steps, hoping that I can 
move four or five. Meanwhile, I will send Father Anthony206 for the mission at Pereta where he can have as 
his companion the other Father Anthony.207 When the mission is over, he will remain there in his room for 
a while so that he will be able to continue on the missions in autumn.
Enough! I will hold off the rest until my next letter, which I will consign to him. I hope that he will be able to 
be there around Wednesday, May 20, to begin the mission in Pereta on May 21 and end it on Trinity Sunday.
I am doing this because until Friday, May 16, I cannot be at Toscanella, and it is useful that I speak to him 
and learn from him all the news of the Retreat. At that time I am thinking of going over to the Byzantine 
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Island208 to see whether a Retreat could be established there this coming autumn. The difficulties are great, 
especially from the Frati of Valentano. However, I think it is outside the four mile taxative limit. We will 
see. I am fearful about the air, so I want to see it for myself and be personally informed, etc.
I have, humanly speaking, the powerful influence of Cardinal Aldrobrandi,209 for he has the Princess Di 
San Bono very much in his favor. She denies nothing to this cardinal, so let us recommend the affair to our 
Blessed God.
I would be happy to have information soon on our cloth so as to write in time. That is what the merchant 
wants in order to have time to do a good job. I am including the IOU of John Passaiolo, which I was unable 
to cash, despite all the diligence of Signore Clarioni. So I am sending it back securely.
I am including this note for Signore Del Bono. I am happy with the progress on the construction.
The coverings210 are here and I believe the rest as well, supposing that Father Rector will have written. 
“May the Lord reward you in everything.”
Right now I cannot recall anything else that I have in mind; I am including this letter for Signore Fossi.
There is need to pray much, especially for the favor of ordinations. There are not a few oppositions to that, 
but I hope and believe. Let us pray His Divine Majesty that, out of love for the holy Passion and of Mary 
the sorrowing one, he will not allow my sins to hurl this ship upon the rocks, but bring it safely into port 
“through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
I hope to embrace you in this Retreat on your way to the baths, and I will rejoice to hear your news, etc., 
and in the holy Side of Jesus I sign myself once more,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
You can be most assured, and I assert this in the Lord, that your letters console me, at least my higher soul 
in faith, although I do not seek any consolation whatever except doing the Will of God. God knows how 
much I am edified in everything.
Read the letter to Signore Thomas, then seal it and include with one of yours, and send it to him. He offered 
me one hundred zecchini, which I was to accept secretly, but I did not accept the offer. Let us wait and see 
what God will do. Pray for me.

___________________________________________________________________
202. They are John Baptist of Saint Anthony, dismissed in 1761, and Philip Hyacinth Ponta of the Holy Savior (1733-1771). Both 
were professed on May 18, 1749.
203. Corsairs, fast ships, are probably pirate ships.
204. Raymond Viti of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary, from San Vito, Perugia, was dismissed in 1760. His nephew must not have 
entered or was never professed.
205. Perhaps this is Confrater Ferdinand Ignatius of the Holy Spirit, also known as Don Alexander Abate Del Buona Di Scala 
of the diocese of Cassano. He was vested in the habit on May 18, 1749, and was dismissed under command of the superior, as 
noted in the Registro del noviziato, p. 12.
206. Father Anthony Danei of the Passion.
207. Father Anthony Tomasini of Calvary.
208. This foundation was never made and was mentioned earlier (letter of June 18, 1746).
209. Cardinal Pompeo Aldrobrandi (+April 12, 1763).

210. These are antependiums requested by Paul in an earlier letter. They were for the altars of the church of San Angelo.


