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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (23)

San Angelo

May 13, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
May Jesus Christ, who is the Sovereign Giver of every good, reward with his copious treasure of grace the 
care you have and the great comfort you afford my poor spirit with your pious and venerated letters. I thank 
the Mercy of God that has assisted you to bring to a happy ending the building of the Retreat to his greater 
glory. It seems to me I realize more and more the great good that will result from this great work, confided 
by the divine goodness to your holy pastoral zeal. I have lively hope that our good God will allow you to 
see part of it so that your pious heart may exult in God our Savior in time and in eternity.
It is very true that the cardinal of San Clemente turned out to be quite opposed, and with good intent has 
made me swallow some mouthfuls. God wills that I behave well, but in truth it seems to me that I am soiled 
with every kind of foul corruption of my imperfections. If His Eminence had been favorable, we would 
have obtained our favor completely, even ordinations, which are so necessary. Enough! “In hope against 
hope,” I hope and believe that “he who began the work will bring it to perfection.” This stroke has burnt 
even Cardinal Gentili, who never imagined such an outcome. In this happening, His Divine Majesty has 
given me the grace to see in it a great work of his always adorable Providence in order to bring forth his 
greater glory through ways that are hidden to men, etc.
I trust in God that this illustrious city will have sent at this time their petition to the special commission so 
that with greater care the case can be resolved. I know that Ceccano has already dispatched its petition to 
Signore Palleschi. I hope Paliano has done likewise.
Father Thomas had a fruitful mission in Soriano where I functioned six years ago. Then he went on to Orto 
and about June 11 will leave for Ceccano. Consequently, he will not be able to come there because of ex-
haustion, etc. Father Stephen will return.
I beg Your Goodness to remember me always in your prayers and holy sacrifices as the most needy one 
so that I may attain to perfect resignation to the most Holy Will, for which I sighed and asked for so many 
years. I do not know what to ask or desire more. Oh! when will it be my food to always do the Holy Will 
of my good God!
Ah, bishop, out of charity cry out for poor me and bless me, while with profound reverence I kiss your 
sacred pastoral vestments. I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


