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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (26)

San Angelo

May 12, 1749

J.X.P.

On my departure from Soriano, where I rested for three days on my return from Rome, I received to my 
great consolation your esteemed letter, forwarded to Signore Angeletti. The latter writes me that Signore 
Palleschi has already received the documentation from Ceccano, and he believes that very soon the end of 
the case of the Retreat of Ceccano will be determined.
I will always adore, as I fervently hope, the Holy Will of God in every event. I know bitter contradictions. I 
know persecutions of the angry devil and that of men out of good will, as I want to hope. But all this makes 
me take greater confidence in God without any human support. I firmly believe that “he who began the work 
will bring it to perfection” to his great glory and the great profit of our poor neighbors.
I feel keenly that Father Thomas Mary was not able to be in Ferentino, as you desired, since he found him-
self giving the mission in Soriano, and then in Orte, which had already been announced by the bishop. It 
will end around June 11, and then, God helping out, he will come to the Retreat at Ceccano and have the 
opportunity to confer with you on his way. It is possible, if it suits you, to make use of Father Stephen, who, 
I hope in God, would succeed, and in that way your charity and piety could satisfy these good seminarians. 
If it were not for the burden of the mission in Orte, without doubt, Father Thomas would have obeyed your 
commands. But when the mission was already announced by the bishop, what was he to do? I am certain 
that your goodness will accept the lively desire that we have to write you in any event, and with profound 
reverence I end by asking the charity of your holy prayers and your blessing, and I am always more,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
You can be absolutely sure of the mission in Ferentino.


