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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (22)

Rome

May 3, 1749

As I am leaving.

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
The special commission, by request of our opponents, has decreed a prorogation with regard to the issuance 
of a brief for the universal founding of Retreats with the simple consent of the Ordinaries. In regard to your 
Retreat and those of Ceccano and Paliano, the commission has put it on the agenda, that is, provided that 
the city of Terracina, and the other locations mentioned, present authentic petitions to this special commis-
sion in which they will set out the need they have of our workers to help in spiritual affairs, the ability to 
maintain them because of the fertility of the region, etc. With this let them make a strong presentation to 
the special commission as it seeks information and votes. Cardinal Gentili thinks the same request has been 
made to the bishop of Ferentino and for Paliano. In this way all the litigation will have ceased, and we will 
have peaceful possession. In this same post you will hear from Signore Palleschi, who will give you with 
great clarity good advice and methods for the ending of the affair. So in this way we will be able to sing of 
our victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the course of these events, some things happened that showed me that one who showed himself most fa-
vorable was really the strongest opposed. The persecutions are strong, although I believe they are motivated 
with good intentions. The secret persecutions are the most bitter. Thanks to my God, I have had occasion to 
swallow some drops from the chalice of my Savior Jesus Christ, and it is not to be wondered at if my small 
suffering from the Will of God, seeing my great weakness, would have shattered my being like a glass. Oh, 
God is good! Tomorrow, I am leaving Rome as satisfied as if I were carrying a bull for all the foundations 
in the world, for I leave with the lively belief that “he who began this work will complete it.”
Around May 10 or 11, please God, I will be at the Retreat of San Angelo at Viterbo, and there I will write to 
the Nobleman Gattinara. I am not doing so now because I am loaded with work. I end at the your feet, ask-
ing you always for the charity of your holy prayers and your holy pastoral benediction, and with profound 
reverence kiss your holy pastoral vestments, and I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord
Paul of the Cross


